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TO THE 


Merchants, Clothiers, and Drapers, &:. 


Gentlemen, 
Have for Twenty four Years, uſed my endeavours not only 
[| to prevent the Loſs of your Trade in the Woollen Manufacture 
(ſer up in France, with Engliſh,and 7riſh Wooll) and the Impor- 


tation of French Silks, Stuffs, and Lace, Sc. But alſo uſed-_ 
my utmoſt to regulate the abuſes in the AuJnage (notwithſtanding 


the objeCtions againſt me) what Steps I made in both, are in part 
contained in the following Diſcourſe. 

In which I have demonſtrated, that my labour was not alto* 
gether Fruitleſs, againſt the defigns of France ; notwithſtanding all 
the Craft, and Bribes of French Agents, by all the Intereſt they 
had in our Court the two laſt Reigns ; both by ſecret diſguiſe, and 
open violence, and alſo endeavouring by a Law to ruine our Trade 
under a. very fair and plauſible pretence : Which, give me leave to 
ſay, that had not the War fell out as it did, we ſhould have hard- 
ly been able to keep that Trade we now have; although I had 
frequent Acceſs to that Government, and did by that means put a 
ſtop at ſeveral times to it, as in part, in the cloſe of this and ano- 
ther Diſcourfe doth more tally appear. 

You cannot but know (at leaſt many of you) that I Printed my 
ſentiments in the Year 1669. and Re-printed the ſame in the Year 
1671. with fome enlargement of what evil conſequence the Ex- 
partation of Wooll ro France was. | 


And 
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\ SAX EIS. Rt, 


And in the following Year, (viz.) 72. Wrote an Advertiſement 
to you therein, an Abttract of which 1s included in this Paper, to- 
gcther with what paſt in the Years, 1676, and 77. 

Bur, Sirs, I am now growing Oic, being upward of Sixty Years, 
having ſpent the prime of my Years in your Service, with very 
many hardſhips, Watchings, ana Dangers, when you have taken 
your R-ft, and improved your time, tor your particular and pri- 
vate advantage: It cannot in reaſon now (at this Age) be ex- 
peCted that I ſhould a in that Poſt much longer ; and although 
10n that account it's not probable I may be able to perform thoſe 
Services in Travels and Watchings, as formerly on the .Sea- Coaſt, 
yet nothirg ſhall Le wanting on my part (here at the Helm) which 
I am caynable of, for the promoting of your real Intereſt, and by in- 
ftructing ſuch as may for the future be employed by you. 

Having given ſome hints about the Trade of Frazce, of my en- 
de:vours to prevent it, I ſhall crave leave to. ſpeak ſomething about 
the Aulnage. When I was attending the Council and Parliament 
about the Wooll-Afﬀeir, I was by ſome Merchants and Drapers in 
London, put upon the Redrefſing thoſe abuſes then complained of, 
and vas by them deſired to Print a Paper containing the ſame; 
and by my omitting a Licence, was for that reaſon clapt up in 
the Gate- Houſe, which was not a little coſt to me; notwith- 
ſanding that diſcouragement, in purſuance of the Deputation, I 
afterwards received, both from Drapers and ſome others dealing in 
the Woollen ManutaQture, (YV7z.) 


| EE Whoſe Names are Subſcribed Woollen-Drapers, of 
Winton and Alsford,having been for ſeveral Tears laſt paſt 

expoſed to great troutle, with the Officers of the Aulnage ; 

fy their entrirg our Shops, and carrying away our Goods from us, 
fo the diſturbance of us in our Trade, and prejudice of our Goods, 
therely to force us to a (Compoſition with them ; which we has e been 
forced to do, fome of Teu Pounds, o*hers Five Pounds, and Annually, 
ſerme Thirts, and others Twenty Shillings, to free us from future trour 
ble : Do therefere Authorize our Worthy Friend Mr. Willam Carter, 


as 


FLY ” oY ith. " " 


as our Agent, and Atturney, to Appear, Petition and preſent for us, 
unto, and before His Majeſty and Gouncil, and before the Parliament, "oj 
wherſoever they ſhall be Afſembled for the remcveal of the aforeſaid j 
aluſ's, and preventing of ſuch abuſes for time to come; and to | 
do all other things Lawful in and avout the ſame, and to aft and to 

| for us, in ſuch Lawful way and manner, as by Guuncil ſhall be ad- | 
wiſed, as fully,. and effettually as if we were, or might in our own | 
Perſons do the ſame: Witneſs our Hands the 14th Day of June, | 
1673, William Harwood, Tho. Wavell, Godſon Penton, Thomas i} 
Munday, Edward Grace, Wiliam Smith, and "Tho. Standen, | 


Another Deputation from the dealers in the Woollen Manu- 
fa&uries, of ſeveral Counties in E»g/and, and particularly of Exe, 


thus Worded, (Yiz.) | 


W E whoſe Names are Subſcribed Manufattares of Wooll, for the 
Counties of Devon, and Sumimerlet,. &c. Having confidered as 
well in what we know, as by the Information we have received from | 
other parts of this Kingdom 3" the great abuſes that have been done it 
to us, and other Manufattares, by ſuch as have been employed in the | 
. Office of Aulnage, &c. The Deputation is Yerbatim as belore,. 
7 | onlythe Date is the 12th of May, 71. Signed by Thcmas Criſpin, 
and many hundred of others. 2 | 
I ay, in purſuance of: the ſaid Deputations, when- proſecuting 
ſome of thoſe abuſes, and: being in the Court of Exchequer, in the | 
Year 1673. tho then complained againſt by the Council for the | 
f then Farmers of the Counties of Suffo/k and Efex : Yet was then il 
7 juſtified in open Court by the then Lord Chief Barron, purſuint to , | 
a Report to the King and Council made by his Lordihip Two 
* | Years beforez as may appear by a Copy thereof, in Page 6th. 
| I am forry, I have the occation to make an Apology to you 
- | pon this Head, whom I have fo freely ſerved ;-and to ſay ſome- #4 
| thing firſt of the occaſion of the Bill. by which ſo much trouble F 
? | was about it, and to no purpo!'s, but rather prevented anorner p 
Bill which would have pait, to have put the Laws in Execution 


| [ 
6 againſt -- 
| g i 

i 


— 


againſt the Exportation of Wooll, and alſo to have Regulated the 
abufes of the Aulnage. | 

The reaſon of the complaint in Parliament, was occaſioned by 
the differing lengths of ſome of Gyeſier Cloths, not to fay by a 
Ciothicr himſeif of that County $ but before the Bill was brought 


into the Houſe of Commons, I had. ſeveral meetings with the 


Agent, and told him that if he would attend the Kings Council, I 
would perſuade the Farmers to conſent to ſuch a Bill, as that no 
oppoſition could be made againſt it. I remember, I was then g0- 
img to Maidſtone Aſlizes, to proſecute ſome Exporters of Wooll, 
and whilſt I was there, the Bill was brought into the Houſe of 
Commons, which hath occaſioned ſo much trouble, not only to 
no purpoſe, but alſo prevented ſuch a Bill which would have an- 
ſwered the ends of all parties. 

The Bill which was ſo long depending, was to Transfer the 
Colleting the Subſidy of Aulnage at the Cuſtom-Houſe 3 and to 
ſabje& it to all the Laws againſt Frauds in the Cuſtoms, and the 
duties to be paid there, by the Merchant, and - by him to be dif- 
counted with the Clothier, for the fame, upen a. ſuppoſition that 
it would fave charge, and by that means pay the D. of Rich- 
word, and thoſe concerned in Intereſts and alſo be an overplus to 
defray the neceſſary expence in preventing the Expcrtation of 
Wooll ; which Bill, after the ſeveral Hearings and Examinations, 
inſtead of doing both, it did not anſwer one in that manner, be- 
ſides the inevitable Trouble and Controverſie betwixt the Mer- 
chant and Clothier, for that ſome of the Woollen Manufacture, 
pays Cuſtom by weight, and ſome by the piece; when at preſent 
the Aulnage pays all by the piece: 


The 


at THE 
T may ſeem frange to ſome that after Twenty four Years time, the eXj ence of 
my kftate, looſing a profitable Trade, and adventuring my life ſo often, as 
one Attion, inftead of many, ſet down in the cloſe of this Paper, that after all 
this am conftrain'd to make an Apology tothoſe, and for whoſe Intereſt f 
have, with ſo much'candour and freedom, to my own toſs, expos'd my ſelf; Tuff 
confeſs, I expetted better. uſage from ſome than Thave as yet received ; but fince 
moft cannot be ignorant of the Truth of this Abfratted Narrative of my Proceed- 
ings, and that in it 1 have eſpouſed your Cauſe, and engagedin your Buarret, and 
6 long fought your Battels, it will not, TI hoje, be thought unreaſonable, if T do 
now expett but what is juſt and equitable from reaſonable Men; but irfead there- 
0 
of the Mcrchants, Clothiers, Drapers, &c. with recation to the abuſe of the Aul- 
nages, wherein 1 am therenamed Wo..|-Carter, as a per ſon ſeemingly jufifying 
the ſaid abuſes, and contradifing ms former prattice, and thereby oppoſing aregn- 
lating thoſe abuſes; which charge, if true, I muſt confeſs, that a Face rf Braſs 
proper for me ; but if the c-ntrary appear, it will return ujon the Author of that 
Paper, 4s a Falle Accuſer, tut if it had been done by the advice and cor:fent of 


thoſe gerſons therein named, then T muſt ſay its hard, for me, arid creates not a 
little trou'le to be wounded inthe Houſe of my Friends, and at ſuch a time, when 


ring to prevent all Trade, Commerce and Correſpondency with France. in which IT 
have not ftuck at any pains and diffcutty in the Service; but foraſmuch asthe ſaid 
P.iper was Publiſhed (a4 I was informed) not only without the knowledge of moſt 'f 
he perſons therein named, but againſt the advice of ſome of thaſe that did aprear 


t Partament, in purſuance of the deſign in promoting | the Bill that have been de- 


ending, and miſcarried in Four Seſſions of Par liumertt. 

As for the Charge given againſt me, give me wave to anſwer for my ſelf which 
Charge, viz. Weare very {enſibl- of rhe {cvcral Artifices usg'd to oppole the 
Bill, amoneſt the numbers cmploy*d therein,thcre is one known by the name 
of Wooll-Carter, who was formerly a z-ajous Solicitor againſt the Autrage- 
Office, but now by reaton of yearly payment, is become their friend, this Man 


protending himſelt a friend to the Shop-keepers, have in {cveral Seffionsfent | 
down Prirted-Forms of Letters to a great many Corporations, for them to 
ranſcribeand Subſcribe,and direft to their Parliament-Men. the ſubſtance * 


f :he Lettcrs were to pray thera to oppoſe the Bill, and think of ſome other 
nicthod for the caſe of the Shop-keepers. Which Chargebeing anſwered by ano- 


er hand, T fall ſay the leſs to it now, only this, that 1 was not only a preterder but 


cal friend tothe Shar-keepers, for it's matter of fate, that T id not only profertice 
the jeriral Petitions of the Sh:p-kevpers ip mo# Connties.if England the ſeve- 
:! Seſſions of Par lament, fron the year 167}. to-B1. moit ugon my own cofF, Þ::f 
when I rom * do no good in Pariiament, ty. all that labzyr and tune expenied, an 
Provemmte; af fut 10 77.) kandby me as of fone friend of m: ne, of force great 


[123;"Re. 


it hath not been. a fittle ſurprize to me, to ſee a Paper Intituled, The Caſe 


I was with ſo much affettion, great difficulty and hazard, purſuing their real In-' 
tref, in that affair wherein'they have nam'd me, and more particularly ende wvou-" 


IT ie Preface. 
fenre,that I purchaſed the freedom for the ſaidShoj-keepers without any coff tothe 
and likewiſe endeavouredto hav? ſo ſettledit by a Law, that it ſhould not be in the 
tower of any Aulnager #6:9/ave given thenranymanner ofedifturbance; and alſo, uy 
have a Seal of content for ghe_ Honor, and Reputation of tht Woollen Manuf ature 
it ſelf, ard Credit of the Chothier, and to prevent all manner of diſputes, a 
eontroverſies betwixt all;erſons concerned; which, Trhink ,u more than aPtetcnte 
of kindncis. IST et: | \ * 
- But whilt I wapurſuing this Latter deſign, Twas by the importnnity of ſeveral 
eminent Merchants and Fafors in London, taken off the ſaid Service tb prevent 
the Exortation of Woel., "what 1did'in that affair" hereafter"#tore entarged, 
which 1thinkJ need nor-to make any further Apotogy; and may Juy*tir"a manitelt 
Aſpcrſton,..cauſleflyeharged #pon me. oO OD OA 
Then as tomiy ſending Printed Farms of Letters for the Shop-keepers to trans. 
feribe and ſubſcribe, and ſend it to their Parliament-Men, IT own it, being their 
deſire, not only when Thave been in the Country with them, bit when in T-ondon 
they have wrote-to me, to ſend them Forms of Letters-to anſwer" their#>{res.. 
. 4s to rhe Charge againk me.being fortzerly a z0aloj8 Sobtvithr avzinf the Aul- 
nage-Office, but nowam become their frien1, th? Fhdve in a ſenſe anſwered thi 


' Charge before, vet T ſhall be now more full in it ; for as Twas the} erſ i that ton- 


trafted for the whole Farm, ſo I was by that means made More capable to free the 
Shop-keej ers from thoſe abuſes put upon them by the former Aulnagere, which 
gve me leave here to reaate ſome of them. viz. The fit f complaint I produced at 
a Committee inthe year 573, was four Shop-keepers' itt the'Connty of Eſſex paid 
& 2'Fine and other Fees the ſum. of one hundred and fxty Pourds, wand forc'd to 
promiſe to-paythem year: ſeveral ſums of: Money to free them from future trouble; 
and among many more at Winchciter, Windſor, and other places, there waz one 


Tames Smith of Eaton, fince dead, was at the ex ence of about four- ſcore Pounds, 


and being but a yourgman wes ruin'd in his Trade, by his being impriſoned, and 
his Good's Lazy a long time under. Seiſure, and no eanſe for it, Fleven half j ieces of 
Broai-Chth, ſome being the latter endsof the Cloths, where the Seal is rot uſy- 
ally fixed, and the Aulnager, without further examination, tock away theothers 
that had Seals upon them, all which wasfullp provedbefore the ſ11d Committee, all 
thu trenble and charge was becauſe he Jid Rep levy hi Cloth which the Aulnager 
had feiſed. EFT | 
Let ” add one inkance of my ewn caſe by the ſame Aulnagers, having ſent 2 
Spaniſh B/ack-Cith to: a- Draper in Portſmouth, in value about 26 L. which 
Chth was rightly SeaPd and fixet at the head-end.of the Cloth, but the Aulnagers 
pretending no Seat, took away the Cloth, and carried it away to their Lodging, the 
Draper having not the liberty to examine the ſame, was ford to fay them down 
foe Pounds, and immediately found by ogening the Cloth the Seal fixed as before, 
notwithfanding which the jaid Aulnazer would not refaythe five Pounds, T was 
forc'd to allow the Shop-keeper, or elſe have oft his Cuſtom, and run the hazard 
of a Suit at I aw for my Money. 3.0 : 
' Sothat my Proceedings werent againſt the Office of Aulnage, but againf 
ſuch abiſes, which teing by me regu/ated, axbefore, T ought not in juftice to ſo ffer 
for my Real Service. Ty | ret (F-3. 
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Give me leave to add the Teſtimony 
of another Perſon,who to ſome it may 
be thought ſtrange ; ſeeing he himfeif 
was a Farmer of fix Counties, and by 


my means loſt his Farm. 


Gentlemen, 

[ [ YON The peruſal of a Paper Intituled, The Caſe of the 
Clothiers, Weavers, Merchants, Drapers and Mercers, 
about the abuſes of the Aulnagers; I find Mr. Carter is 

there refle&ted on, as a perſon inconſiſtent with himſelt; and the 

better to deſcribe him, he is Chara&ered by the Appellation of 

Wooll Carter: T muſt confeſs it's a ſtrange way of requital, to him 

that hath ſo viſibly ſerved not only the Nation in general, but 

thoſe in particular whoſe Name the Paper bears. Now 1a regard 

I have known Mr. Carter many years 3 (tho' the occaſion,to fome, 

would think it/ſtrange, that by his means was put out of a Farm, 

for fix Counties, for the ſubſidy of Aulnagez yet in as much as I 

found in his proceedings, preferring the publick before his private 

Intereſt, and tho' an Enemy, yet ating fairly and above board : ) 

I could not but do him Juſtice, in vindicating his proceedings, not- 

withſtanding my ewn Loſs by him. 

The ſaid Mr. Carter, 1673. in purſuance of a Deputation he 
received both from Drapers and others, Solicited in the Houſe of 
Commons, in the Name of the Drapers, in the Counties of Z/e- 7- 
ford, Fiſex, and Berks; the matter of the Complaint he hath al- 
ready mentioned in this Preface, but the Parl:ament being tiicn 
at that time Prorogued, nothing more then was done by him. 

In the Year 1675. he revived the fame Petition, and ſolicited 


tnat, and many other Peritions, and {everal hearings were _ 
A. 


and thereupon divers Councels were retained by him; and the Par: 
liament ſoon after being again Prorogued, nothing could be more 
done till the next Seſſion, (viz.) 1677, and 58. And then the 
whole was Re-heard, and the Houſe of Commons came to theſe 


Votes, thereupon. (Y:z.) 


1. That the Subſidy of Aulnage, ought to be paid by 
the makers of the Woollen Manufta@ture, and not by the Re- 
taylers,. or any other perſons whatſoever. 


2. That the Aulnagers fearching of Waggons, and Packs on the 
Road was an abule. 


2, That the Aulnagers making Drapers, and other Retaylers 
to pay Yearly Compoſitions for not ſearching their Shops and 
Ware-houſes was an abuſe. | 


And a Bill accordingly was ordered to be brought in, to Redreſs 

the ſaid abuſes, but the Parliament was then again Prorogued. 
Shortly after ſundry perſons having taken a Farm of the ſaid 
Subſidics,and Duties for Loudon and Middleſex ; and in order to take 
the whole Farm of England, (as was deligned to be fo 1-t) con- 
trated with many Factors and Ware-houſe Men in tae City, for 
Annual Rents ; notto ſearch their Goods,thereby to meke the other 
Farmers of the ſeveral Counties unable to pay their Rents, when 
the Scal of one Cloth or Stuft was made uſe for ſeveral other Picces, 
22d to be abl- to give a greater Fine for the whole than any others; 
they did defivn, as ſoon they had contracted for the whole, to 
break off thoſe Agrcements in London, when the. Year was our, 
and to make S:ifure of what Goods they ſhould then find unſealed, 
and to do the like in all Corporations, and other Towns in Eg- 
{and,py the Officers of the Exciſe; by which oppreſlive Attion they 
might have got great Summs of Money, which deſign coming to the 
Ear of Mr. Carter, he prevented the ſame; and then Con- 
trated tor the whole Farm, paying down goco /. fome coniider- 
able time before the Leaſe Commenced, and the Farmers were at 
the 


Gn AM. a. os - 


IC 


£ 


the Expence of near 50007. more, with Intereſt and other in- 
cident Charges in Seating the ſame, both for the eaſe 
of the Clothiers and Drapers, before they had made any 
profit, by the reaſon of the ſtanding out of ſeveral conſiderable 


| Counties in the former Leaſes, and notwithſtanding all that great 
Summ paid down, and the incident Charges, yet the Farmers 


rook not advantage of any one Seizure, but only to Seal the 
Goods; which I think was very good Service done by him, and 
was then looked upon ſo; and the rather, that the ſaid Shop- 
keepers were not only freed from the Fines and Rent formerly paid 


| by them, but from future damages, or any expence for the ſame ; 


beſides which Mr. Carter cauſed the Shalloon-Mi3kers in the Counties 
of Southampton, and Berks, to be eaſed one quarter of what they had 
paid the former Farmers. 

And alfo procured the Clothiers themſelves, or ſuch as they ap- 
proved to be Colle&ors, or Deputies ; which I think was real 
Service to all parties concerned, £5 

And if any accidental difference falis out,he 1s ſtill ready to endea- 
your to accommodate the ſame : And therefore he deſerves not to 
be ſtigmatized,as he is in that Paper Printed,and ſent into moſt Towns 
in England ; who has without charging, Faithtully and heartily proſe- 
cuted the ſame deſign he everd:d,. (772. Settling the duty in its right 
place, and to prevent all abuſes that have or may happen to the 
Retaylers thereby ; which as 1t hath been fo, I doubr not but it 
w1ll be his conſtant endeavour. | 
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The Contents, 


Hat in_Nov. 1667. I aiſcovered great quantityes of Wooll 
| that had been exported in Augult before, from Rumney- 
marſh ( and ſeized ſome ) and alſo from Ireland,and diſcovered the 
ſame to the Parliament then ſitting, p. 15. 

T petitioned K. Ch. 29. for a Party of Herſe in Rumney-marſh, 
and ſome Frigats at Sea, which was granted, and thereby great quan- 
tities of Wooll were prevented from Exportation, 1. b. 


Sept. 1668, 1 made Propoſals to the ſaid K. Ch. to prevent 
the Exportation of Wooll, which was reffered to the: Council of 
Trade, and reported, p. 2d. | 

Augult, 69 1 Adareſ# the ſaid Kzng, about Ireland, which was 
refered to the Ld. Roberts then going, and good effetts there were 
by preventing great quantities of Wooll from being carried beyond 

ea, 1, b. 


About the ſaid Mon. of Auguſt, I made a diſcovery of 5 Veſſels 
that came into Callice with Wooll, and obtained the they Lord 
Keepers Letters, &C. p. 2d. and 3d. 


By a Report from the Lord Cheif Baron, in Tanvuary 1671, s 
the effects of my purſuing the former diſcovery, p. 6th. 


Tn the ſaid Year of 71, T prevented a deſign of Tranſporting 
Wooll from Ireland, p. 19. 


' That 1 proſecuted at the Aſſizes in Maidſton iz Kent, fowtr 
Perſons, and convicted the ſame, p. 7th. 


Ag, Abſtract of an Advertiſement to the Merchants, and Clo- 
— the Year 1672, Þ. 16. 17. 16. : 


In the Tear 1678, T prevented tic deſign. of Mr. Monk, of 
leſſening the penalties of the Laws for the preventing the Exporta- 
7:02 of Woull, p. 8th. In 


CI ee ren See DIR 2 et one 


The Contents, 

In the Year 1684, Iprevented a farther deſign of the ſaid My. 

Monk, in a Commiſſion, and petitioned the Lords of the Trea- 

ſury to Impower the ſeveral Compantes of Merchants &c. To take 

a perticular care of that Affaier, and thereupon I did then affreſp 

wndertake to look after it, and I prevented great quantities of Wooll 
that Tear from Exportation, Pp. 9th. 


In the Tear 25, I attended the Parliament, for the Paſſing of 
4 Bill, aud petitioned the late King for 2 Sloops to Crufe upon the 
Seas, and aid obtain th-m, #0" oppoſed by the then Commuſfioners 
of the Cuſtoms ; by which means tvere was above 20 Prenc' Shat- 
 bops taken, and condemned, with 2 or 300 Baggs of Woodll, be- 
fides much caſt over-bord, Þ, 1oth. 


That in May 1686, I did requeſt, and did obtain an Order 
from the then Lord Treaſurer, #0 bring up the Wooll which was 
condemned, to London, ard tobe ſold to the Clothiers, which be- 
fore uſed to be ſold after Seaznre, to thoſe that had exported it, and 
then exported by them again, P. 11th, | 


That in Dece. 1686, I diſcovered a defion of gaining a Lycence 
to Export 6200 Baggs of Wooll from Ireland, and prevented the 
ir e* 


A difcovery of a Confederacy betwixt the Officers of the Cuſtams, 
ed the Exporters of Wooll, p. 12th. 13th. 


The Difficulty I was put to, and Ex:minations at the Treaſury, 
v. I4th. 15th. 
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ww Hereasdivers Merchants, Clothiers and FaRors, upon confſiderativh of the great detri- 

yy ment that accrued tothis Kingdom, and to the Woollen Tra:le thereof, in that great 
quantittcs of Wooll were tranſported frequently into France, Holland, and Flanders &c, did de- 
fire and encourage me, to endeyour the preventing the ſame z which being readily willing to 
.undertake, I, perceived that tho' there were many ſevere Laws made aczinh exporting Wooll, 
and che? the wiſdom of our Anceſters found ir ſo miſcheivous and deliruftive to this Kingdom, 
asfo make the Offence Capical ; notwithſtanding either by the wilful corruption, or groſs neg- 
lect of Officers, great quautities of Wooll were clandeſtinely exported, by thoſe who, for a 
little private gain to themſelves, dare venture their Necks, to ruin the Trade of a Nation. 
Applying my ſelf therefore cheerfully to fo neceflary a Work in Auguſt 1667, I made adiſco. 
very of twelve French Shallops loaded in one Night, from R«m1ey-Marſh in Kent, with confider- 
able quantities of Wooll, and.ſometime afterwards, I cauſed a quantity of Wooll, to be ſeized 
as i was;carrying on the Beach, near Camber Point inthe ſaid Marſh, in order to be ſhipped on 
board, (ome. Shallops, that lay in Aye Harbour. | | 

Ialſo diſcovered great quantities of Wooll, likewiſe exported beyond Sea out of 1v:1and ; al- 
though in that King/om, the exportation thereof be alſo prohibired, unleſs the ſame by L1- 
cence be exported into England. 

At the next Parliament, in November 1657. I preſented the exportation of Wooll, and the 
National Dangers thereof, tothe Houſe of Commons, which being referred to a Committee, to 
conſider of, they examining of the 1r7h exportations, ſoon found the ground of that Miſchicf 
to he, that uniter.colour of a Licence granted by his late Majeſtie, to export ſome. hundred 
Packs of Wooll, ſeye:al thouſand Packs were colour'd by that Licence from 1reland : Upon 
which the ſaid Commitee made an Adcircfs to his ſaid Majeſtie, to revoke the ſaid Licence, for 
the apparent frauds practiſed therein, which his Majeſtie accordingly did, MES 

After the adjurnment of that Parliament, upon the importunity of the ſaid Merchants, and 
Indio the Woolkexporters, by their impunity grown to ſuch confidence, as to Ship off theig 
Wogll openly in the day time, with.armed Mea to aſſiſt them, in the doing thereof; I petitt- 
opned his ſaid.Majeitie for a party of Horſe to cout about Kwmy Marſh, and ſome Frigats tv 
erule ar Sea, tq-prey2ntthofe exportations, which, by his ſaid Majeltys Grace and Favour I did 
obcain, and by my.attendance, ſometimesat Sea, and fomerimes at Land, with one and fome- 
times two Servants,.' did preyent the exportation of above-one Thouſand Packs .of Wool] that 
Summer from the ſaid Marſh, and by that means was bought up by the Clothiers and Staplers, 
which the Year before was moſt of it Exported. 

In September 1668, T preſenred tome propolals to his ſaid Majeſty in Council, in order to pre- 
vent thc ſaid exportations, which were referred the 29th of Noverber following to the Ccun- 
cil, -of Trade, with this:;pattjcular Order; { /7z..) "You are very firidtly to enquire, and in 
"orm your f;Ives by what.ways and pradtiies the. Wooll.of this Kingdom comes ro be ſtollen, 
"embeſled, and ſent away into-forreign Parts, -contrary to Law z .what places ( Ge. ) are moſt 
"ſuſp Red in Ev2/2n1 or elſe where, and who doth buy the ſaid Woo!l 1n thoſe places, to the 
"end that nothing of care or watch may he omitted, bur that all ſuch ſtri& and ſevere courſes 
. ”be taken, that anevil, to miſcheiyous and inconvenient, may be to-ally prevented, 

A 


"It - 


When 


TH "I 


When 1 carryed this Order, with my Propoſals, .to the ſaid Council of Trade, they imme- 
diatly choſe a ſelect Committee on purpoſe ro peruſe them, where | was ordered to attend, 
which atteadance laſted a good part of that Winter; the ſai14 Committee ſummoned and heard 
divers Merchants, Copnnrs, Faeſh, and Staplers, awd then Tx Fheix Regont, which was 
Read þefore his Majefty jn Council, {pan which, an Order was Madeghe @. of; Ap ril 1669. in 
theſe words {( viz.)  * _ TRE | RE 

whereas in purſuauceof 'an Order of #3: Board, \of the 2pth. of. November | laff, wefertinzyto the 
Council of Trade the Propoſals of Wifliam Carter, for preventing the Ex20yration of oolt'; the ſaid 
Councel baving returned their Report to the Board, what having diſc ourſed with the ſaid Willam Carter, 
and ſuch other Perſons, as they thought capable uf giving them any good informition, touching this mat- 
te”, they find the Exportation of Wooll, of a deſtructive conſequence to the Trade of this Kingdom, and 
that the ſame bath grown into praftigez as well by feaſo" of the Houbtfullneſs and proviſions in the Statute 
2de in the 12th. year of bis ajelies Reign Probiketing the Expo murion of Wool), as by the neglet 
and remiſſ1eſs of -Officers, in not puwing the Laws th execution :-- And therefore propoſed, that the 
care.of that buſineſs,” ſhould be eſpecially recommended to the Preficent anc Governors of 
Chriſts Hoſpital ii Z9#40n, for the ſeveral Reaſons in the ſaid R-port, purſuant ro which Report, 
his Majeltie direfted a Commiſſion to paſs under the great Seal of Eng1:nd for that purpoſe, to 
the ſaid Preſedent ard Governors ; but before the Commition paſt under Seal, I d:d carry the 
ſaid Report, and Order upon ir to the Prefident and Goverr.ors of the ſaid Rotpital, who 1mme- 
diatcly cauſed a Court to be called, and upon reading rhereof, did accept of rhar Authority 
then intcn.led to-be given them, wpon which Tinformed the Courci! of their williogneſs there- 
in, and &id then proceed and ſolicite the buſinefs ſo tar, as ro paſs rhe Commitfion at mv. own 
charge, under the great Seal, and carried it to che-' refident and Governors, in expeQation 
they would hare taken it upon them, as they had agreed, bur in ſome ſFort'time after they de» 
clined the imployment, and returned the Commithion back to the King and Council, and plair» 
ly refuſed to a therein, upon ſome frivolous objeRtons, without allowing me one penny for 
the money expended, which was nor leſs then 40!. befrdes my own Labour and Attendance. ' 

The next Scilion of Parliament, being in the year 1669 Sr. Orl:rdo Bridgran the then, Lord 
Keeper,brought into the Houlc of Lords an explamitory Bill for hindring the ſaid Exportation, 
under ſome new penalties, | - | 2a 

Before which time W:/7i:m Facon of Canterbury 1ror7-Comber, and one Marſh 'of Zoakam near 
Do:er a Farmer, were brought up before the Houſe of Cemmons for Exporting 44 Packs of 
Combed Woo! from Canterbury, where being examined, they were ordred to be tryed at the 
thenext Ailizes at Maidſtone in Kent, whereupon I was comanded by ms Majeſtie-and Council,to 
proſecute them accordingto Law,for the ſaid Felony; but when I came to Maidftone T conld' not 
hear of any ſuch perſon, there being no Recogniſance taken for their-appearing there, nor any 
Witneſſes attending to prove the Fat, fo T loſt my Jorney but afterwards I unde. ſtaod that 
hethad compounded with his Accuſers, and taken off the Witneſſes, ſo thar the Order of the 
Hou'e of Commons, and his Majeſties care therein, proved altogether ineffe&vual, 

About Arguſt following 1n the fame year 166g, wnderſtanding thar the Late Earl of Radnor 
was deſigned to go Lord Leivtenant for 1re1and, I petionel his Majeſtie in Council, 'for ſome 
care to be taken 1n preventing the Exportation of Wooll from Tre/a#d, who was pleaſed to Of- 
fera Letter'in Council, reccmending the care thereof, to the ſaid Lord Lievtenant, 'on whome 
I waited 'at his departure as far as St, A/bans, and at my parting with his Excellency there, he 
promiſed to At effefually therein, which his Lordſhip did accordingly : In ſo much; that 
within fix weeks time after he came to jreland, there were landed at Minehead, above ont 
tnouſand Packs of #02 more in that time, than had been there landed within the like ſpace of 
time, in any year before, an1 the like proportionable at Zizepos', cheſter, Briſtol arid Baryſtzhle, 
which quantitie of Woo// in other years uſed to be Exported out of Ireland beyond the Seas, 
npon pretence of being ſhipt for E7gl and, F | 

- In a ſhort tine after, I madea diſcovery of five Veſſels loaden with 7'0l' atived at Callicein 
France, on? of which belcnging to Dover, two to Folk forte, and two to Hythe in the County of 
Kent, upon wh1ch the Lerd 'Keeper was ordred by the King in Council, to write A letter to the 
Mayors of Dozer, Foikſtane and Hythe, which was to this effe&t. | Gent» 
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Gentlemen, ., _ we 
T Hirberer William: Cirter brings 2/092! with? bim-4 Coppy of an Tnſormation, concorning the 
4. Tranſport :tibn of Wooll 5 but it being” 4 matity of 0 high Concernment to bis Maieftie and this 
Ktn _— OT thing more, to-prevent the Tranſportation off Wool!, and the puniſhment of the 
Offenders; 1 de'carneſtlyretommend it to y1u,trevamin” the Perſons named in the Taformation,'and to m: te 
all the enquiry you can, concerning theſe and ſuch others, as you ſhall have cauie to ſuſpett to be g-ilty wn 
this kin1, and tocertifie what you find-herein, that bis Majeſtie it Council may give further Orders theres 
upon, not doubting of your care herein, : 


Your Loving Friend 


Ef. Houſe, Aug. 30. . | | 
- - I'669., : F Orlando Bridgman, 


With this Letter T rod Poſt to Dover,. and having there ſecured one Thomas Peirce, a Maſter 
of one of the ſaid Veſſels ; whilſt he was examining before the Mayor,his wife being preſent, and' 
hearing the names read of the other Maſters at Folk{one, and Hythe in the Information men- 
tioned, and her Husbands Yeſſel then lying at Folkſtore, ſhe preſently gets a Horſe and' rides 
thither, and.difcovers the buſineſs there ; by which means, when'T came to —_— ( tho? it 
was the ſame day )I was fruſtrated of my deſign there, the Mayor and Maſters being all got 
out of the way before I came, but haſting to Hythe, by chance met with one Mark Spicer, 
Maſter of another of the ſaid Veſſel-; Burt betore I could find the Mayor of Hythe, to examine 
the ſaid Spicer, he made his eſcape towards Fo/bſtone, whether 1 followed him, and juſt as he 
came.t0 the Sea fide, where a Boat lay toreceive him, I ſeized him; but the Women: of the 
Town being before alaramed by Perce's Wife (ir being all in one' day ) came out of their 
Hou £5; and oathered'up tones upon the Beach, which rhey flung abour my ears ſo violently, 
that having no, help, I was forced to quit my Priſoner, hardly eſcaping my ſelfe. 

Returning, back to London, and there being a Council defigned to meet at Hampton - Court, I 


. went thither' and waited on the Lord Keeper Bridgman, to whome 4 gave an account of my 


whole Journey, his Lordſhip ordred me to attend while the Council fate, which I did, and-was' 
then called in and related all the ſaid particular paſſages to his Majeſtie, who was pleaſed to 
command me to go down into Kznt again, and ordered a party of Horſe to aſſiſt me. 

But before the party of Horſe were ready, I received an Information of Ten Thouſand 
Stones of 7007}, Shipt in five Veſſels from Ga/\away 1a Jreland, and coulorably entred for Ply- 
mouth and London, &c. : | 

I better knowing, than being able to prevent the uſual Frauds praQtiſed 1n 1re/and, where 
unter pretence of getting a Licence from the Lord Livetenant, to Ship Woo!for England, ſome- 
times double the quantity Licenced was Shipr, and the Law requiring Bonds with ſureties, to 
be given for landing the #'90// Licenced at ſome Port in England, ſome times inſufficient Secu- 
rity was taken, and-ſothe Bonds were of noeffett, ſometimes falſe and counterfeit Certificates 
were'procured out of -Eng!and,: indiſcharge of thoſe. Bonds, that the 7907 was landed in Eng- 
land, when in truth it was'ftibr; ſometimes thoſe Bonds tho? actualy forfired and deteRed, yet 
were eaſily-compounded for ariow and cheap Rates, and at other times by the corruption of 
Officers, ſeveral Bonds wete compounded for, afſoon as they wcre entred into, even before the 
departure of the-Veſſel our of the Port, whereby Offenders were incouraged to break the Laws, 


by knowing and paying the price. of their Puniſhment b=fore they committed the Offence 
which miſcheifs beinp willing ro obviate Ofaras I was able, upon diligent enquiring, I had 
good'reaſon'to ſuſpeR, itheſaid Ten Thouſand Stone of '4o0l] was really defigned to be Export- 


ed beyond ths Sea, and not intended either for Piymonth or London, as was pretended by the 
Entries. 
A2 And 


ut Orono 
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And thereupon applyed my ſelf to the theti Farmers ofhis Majeſties Cuſtoms, for an order 
to ride down into the Southern Ports, to examine what Wool} was lately come thither 
from -relard, to prevent Frauds by countertit Certificates, which I obtained. Bein arrived. 
at Exeter with their Order, I underſtood, that one Blabe an 11; Man had been lareT; there, 
tampering with ſome -ot-the -Cuſtom-Officese,? to iget the. Form! of thej re vſnalyySgal, -and 
Names of the ſaid Officers z, upon which, I immediatly- wrote tomy; Carreſpopdent in... irg/ands 
whoupon my Information found: out the ſaid Bl abe at Galloway, and. dilevered. cha hewas-; 
concerned in all, or moſt of the ſaid five Veſſels, iand-that he had gotten ccunterfir Certificates, , 


Imporcing as if the ſaid Wooll had been-really landed in England, when it. was nor, and by 


that Means was deſigning to get apor diſcharge the ſaid Bonds, but I prevented. the doing thores 
of by examining the Aatter, and finding tizat ſome of thoſe Veſſels unloaded their ,Wooll at 
Fluſhen in Ze!and, ſome at Amiterdam, and one at St. M4'os in Frances of the Truth of which L 
procured Oaths and: Atreſtations, ſome of which are now in my Cuſto/ly, whereby thcſe falce 
Certificates vere deteged, and the diſcharge of thoſe Bonds prevented. | +; = - 
Afterwards returning to Lo7don, and diſpatching into Kent, according to His Majeſtic's, Com- 
mand, the Party of Horſe being then gone before to Cantrbury, for my Aſliſtance in KRumney- 
Marſh, we had Notice of a parcel of Wooll, ſecured in a Houſe called Broabman's Barn, which 
ſecuring and thePerſon in whoſe Cuſtody it was,a great Diſcovery by him( of other Exporters,) 
was made and proſecuted, as more fully may appear hcreafter. . _ ep" 


&, Note, That William Facon before nentioned, who had been before the Houſe of. Commons, Anno. | 
Dom. 1668, wes broyght up tothe King and Councl,, in Anno Dom. 166g, aid before be could haut ,. 
bis Tryal, was privately Compownded with by his Accuſers tbe ſecond, time, tho" the. King bad expe | 
ordered h:s Tryal. | | 1247 16, Yo Ges y 
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In September 1669, the Late King going to meet His Siſter the Princes Fentreta Marin, at Doves, 
(dvring Hisaboad there) going our one day to Sea, and qbſerving a_Veſcl belonging; rg, Cap- 
tain Fobs $t:ell, Sergeant 10 the Admiralty, to;ont.Sail any of is own Pleaſiite Fogts . Sth 
was the Zeal His Majeſty had againſt the Exporcation of Wooll, and hjs Care to prevent it, that. . 
He was pleaſed to hire Her on purpoſ- for that,Service,, Commanding the Aſſifta £0 "mY Ag-; 
vice to the Captain, in- Cruſfing, abour' the;.Coaſt of Kent, to prevent the aid Exportation, * 
which. was ſo ſuccesful, with ſome other Veſſels for ſome time,, that together with the,Viſcove- . 
ry before mentioned,..both as to Ireland and Kent, a great flop was then put to. the ſaid Expor- | 
ration z which 1s confirmed: in'a Letter, afterwards wrote from -L;{z ,” the 5th, of. 
March 1071y. viz. PR Bu | ot 7 Eo 
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| 1 Received Yen's of the 19th. & 27th... of February, und*'r Co- 
vert, &c. about the Frooll Affuir; Thave much Reaſon ta believe, wn'eſs ſome are made Exanples, there | 
will be continual Abuſt ;- the Comodit y bot!) Engliſh and Iriſh, Raw and combed, abound ſo much in-theſe_ 
Countries, tha' for that which would'yeild, not long ſince 8 Stivers. an1 @ batf per. Pound,, will yeild 
now but' 6 and abaif, yet they would'be content to give 15 rather than wat it, for they cannot make : 
abundance of Fabrik, viz. Wollen ManufaQhre, without Engliſh: ox; Jrifh Woollp 1:15 7.5 toes 1 
There is a City not 5 L-aguts /rom this, catted Tourney, a Place rengwnd, for the making of all ſorts; 
of Storhings of Wool; it's not above 20 Years fince, that they betoob themſelves, to make; the Worfted 
Hoſe; A Trade, which in my Minority, was conſiierable from London; inta-theſ# ,Countvics, and now , 
304 may hve a Parcel of Englith Worſted Hoſt 25 Yeavs by you, &c. Es "7 | | 
+ Is 10t abov? three Year: agon, thit there was a ſcarcity of Combed Wooll, in this Quarter, pf the Coun- 

; ry, id ſeveral of thoſe Stoching Meichants, came bither:to:buy ſame ; '1 told -them, that.-ſych ſcorrity 
was fed in England, that People were mad if they Adventure, 222 Or a 
Wo 
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The next Seſſion of Parliament 1670, the Houſe 6f Commons being under the Conſideration 
of raiſing of Money for His Majeſty ; it was propounded, that Wooll might be Tranſported 
fr om Ireland, paying 24. or 3d, Per. pound Cuſtom, and 3 rcafons: was: offered, the anſwer 
to which; I {hall new weve tell come the 10 proceeding in'Parlement in a wiſtindt diſcourſe, 

The Parliament then adjourning In the year 1671, I ſetled a Correſpondancy in [1/214 and 
Fiangtys,cin order\to know  whetircr the quantities of mas//-exported from” die was cavied -to 
rhe other, and djreded Captain Steel, the-Owner: and Maſter ofthe, Veſſcl\beforementioned, 
ro thy 1s cyurſe-accordingly, burafter-this Coreſpon ancy.- was ferled I was "taken ill of a 
Fezvor in 7847167 i Which held meg. monthes, and alittle time after the ſaid Veſſel was called 
inz! and ſo the'Exporters for ſome ritne had liberty to carry out their 7091! without controul, 

\In Auzrftr 11671 one Elward vichols, being commited to Newgate dureing 'my fickneſs for 
Tranſport ng #o0/kand no perion being willing to proſecute him,was like to bediſcharged upon 
which Iaſicon as 1 was recovered did : Immediately addreſs my ſelf to his Majceſtie in Council, 
for the further conrinvance of theſaid Vichols in Priſon,rill he ſhould be diſcharged by Law, an4 
at! Orderwas'forthwitt granted accordingly. ' 'But thete aroſe a Queltian before the King and 
Council, in what Court he thould'berrrve ', whether by "the Admiralty;*or-by common Law, 
( tie Veſicl b-1ng-taken with the godin the River of Thames near Grave3=exd) and it was refer'd 
to.all: the; Judges to mzet and coafſider, the matter,..and-afterwar:|s\to. Report -their- Opinion to 
the Rig, upon which Repor?, 1t was debated hefore the King in the preſence of the ſaid Ju dg- 
es, an\he then 1 vig! fre Athiiraftly, whitt er the ſaid N#cho!s ſhould be tryed by Common 
Lawor noty. and aier along conſullution'in the Coltncil, ttwas Ordered'as iolloweth, ( viz.) 
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BY." 
. i 


White Hall zhe 12th. 5 December 167 1: Irs oh dry Ordered by 


bis Majeſtie in Conuncil, t.at the Recorder of t:e City of. London - 


do, and is hereby required, by the "eſt wayes he can, ſpeedi:y to find 
out in what Coun'y that part of the iyvuer of Thames lyeth, wherein 


11-7 #he- fatd- Ed ward Nichols”: was apprehended, for Tranſporting of 


* > 


WW oolll con7rary"to Lav,' and that he t eport the [ume to the: Lord 
 Chuf Fiſtice of bis Majeſties Conrt of Kings Bench ; #2 the end his 
' Lordjhtp may give order for removal of the ſaid Priſoner, to the Goal 
i. of the ſaid County, where it ſhall appear he was taken, in order to his 
Tal at the next Aſſizes,' to be holden for tat County. - 
Z er 0M Orents 4007S oH 1/1: E 3 . 


' But the burthen and care of obſerving this Order, lay cheifly onme : Tho' the Veſſel was 
:1n truth taken with the Woo!l on hoard on the xfſ:x ihore, and for that reaſon the Priſoner re- 
moved to ch!lmsford-Goal, and thence brought to Tryal at Chelmsford Afſizes, yet upon exa- 
mining the Witneſſes on the Tryal it did appear, that the Priſoncr wa$tor ſecured when the 
Veſſel was Seized, tho' then on Board, but gor away out of the Veſſel, and two daies after 
wcre taken on Shore at Graves-tnd, upon which the Trral was Ordered to be at the then next 
Maiiftone Aſlizes, held for the County of Kent; which was the: 12th. of March 1671, Where- 
upon my proſecution, the ſaid Nich:ls wa. tryed and Convifted bf Felony, - as afterward will 
more fully appear : About which t1me I did alſo diſcoyer the owner of the Wooll for which 
Ni-ho!s was Convitt, and cauſed him to be taken into Cuſtody, andunto Tryal alſo; but not- 
withſtanding, his mony purchaſed ſuch Tntre(t, that he did Compound and was: diſcharged, 
without my knowledg, and againſt my will: About which time, and before. the Tryal of the 
ſaid Nichols, T petitioned h:s late-Majeſty for ſome fupply to.carry on the Aﬀayre; which be- 
ing rcfered to the then Lord Cheif Barron, his Lordſhip Reported as followeth, ( 4#z. ) 

| A | May 
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May it pleaſe Your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, | 


In Qbediance. ta your Majeſfties ſecond Order of Refferance bearing, date the 2cth. of 
. », December laſt, berennoumexed; 1 have conſidered of the Miter thereby to 
me Refered,' and have diſcourſed with the Pttitjoner about his Charges and Ex-. 

| pence, in proſecu:ing the Tranſporters of Wooll ,, the which he. hath reduced. to 
ſome certainty, and put it into writing, and hath alſo made Affidavit of the Truth 
thereof, the which is likewiſe berecunto annexed, whereby it appears that during 
theſe 4 Years laſt paſt, wherein he hath brought into your Majeſtics Exchequer 
about $ool. more than in fcrmer, Years bad been received, he hath Expenaed. 
near as much, .but there be many more 1r formations ſtill depending, if proved may. 
bring in a grater Summ;, But without ſome ſupply. at preſent from your Ma- 
jeſty he will not be able to proceed with them , if therefore your Majeſty be pleaſe. 
ed to give your Petitioner 300l. it will incourage and Inable him to, proſecute, the, 
Informations depending. nd if he ſhall Conyith the Offendars, be will be capa-' 
bleof your Majeſties further Grace and Favour, all which I moſt humbly ſubmit 

unto your Majeſties fudgment. ED —_— 7. 


January 3d. 1677, _ Rs ..v/ +. Ed. Turnor. 


In which Report it doth appear that I had then expended 890. and ordered:3oo!. in part 
until other Proſecutions brought in more Money, in a further purſuance of the ſa1d Offenders, 
I expended about 1 gol. more, and'the very Fees, Attendanc:s, and Grataitys. to recieve the 
390d. colt me gol. ſo thar I had then but 100/l. towards my $ool, And tho? I had proſecuted 
ſeveral Offenders ( 2x, ) Indidted ſome at the Ailizes and exhibited divers Informations in 
che Exchequer againſt others, yer notwithſtanding, partly by Compoſitions of the Officers, and 
partly by an Act of Parliament for a general pardon, I was then ſruſtrared of my deſign, and 
prevented recieving the. Ballance. of my Accounts, .beſides-which being then\complamed a- 
gainſt by ſome, for vuſing a Millitary Power, (tiz) a parry of Horſe in that Aﬀayre, though on- 
ly for the preſervation of my own and others Lives, in execution of the known Laws; I was 
forced to decline that ſervice at that time in Kent, the effe@ of all which was, thar great quan- 
tities of Wool was then exported, as well from Jreland as from Kent, which is confirmed by 
the following Leter, part of which I have before incerted to prove the effe& of my firſt at- 
tempt, the remainder follows, ( v2.) 14 

Both Engliſh and Iriſh w091!, Raw azd Kembed abeunds much in thiſe Countyys, and for the Kembid 
wooll, moſt of which come s from Dover tnd-Canterbury Tran/porters: Callis, De=p, St. Vallerys, 
Ablivejle, Amens, Dunkirk,! Oftend, Bridgees, Zealand, Rotterdam, ana Ghent, a!! over 
- bhiſe Proincts, every places choakbed with it ; ſo that you may. eaſe iy ſee how inſerfibly th. ſ: Dover 
and Canterbury Tranſporters, draw. the Kingdoms Hearts Blood from them; I could ad much more of 
the great benefit our Nezghoours receive by it, which. proves toan abſolute Ryine 3 But I gutſs you can as 
ezfely comprebend my Meaning, as if I bad further enlarged. : 

In 4 word Erance rejects our Fabvicks at' this day, preſuming that they ſhall ntver want our Wooll 
to make their own faxtaſtich *Fabricks, which are ſo-variable, as puts 4 great ſtop to the Currant de= 
mnd, bat uſed to be of 0:7 more ſolid Fabrichs, for they will pretend to give the Moe to all the World; 

| and 


L 7.) 
and ſo by this muns, intimt, all the World will be diſguſted with #%r Fabricks, when by conſtquence, 
they ſhall receive the Mode from the French ;" conſpder of #his1-pray, that jo there may be ſome ſpetdy 
remedy. 


Which Leter is confirmed by two other 1n'theſe words, (viz) 


--we bave here miſerable Yarriff lately come forth, that Taxes Serges at 25, Cloth at 4o, Cottins; &c. 
&t: 10 Florens per. 100 weight, the miſery is the great quantity of WooJl that is ſtolen from England to 
France. | 


So repcating the ſubſtance of the former Letter only differing expreſſions, and more large, 


4 


concluding in the lait thus, ( viz. ) 


The French are n1w got into a way of makting a low price ſort of Cloth, called Searg de Perry, 
which comes as che:p as Northern Cloth, its about 5 quarters broad ;, they have ſo much, in which they 
bawe Cloathed a great number of ther Souldiers, and all made of Evglith and Iriſh wool, 


After the Ailizes were over, I went again into Kent, and aboad ſome time there, looking 
afrer che Exporters, on the yea Coaſts I found 2 Vefſels near Hy he appointed, and lying ready 
to carry away Wooll, one of which 1 had been informed had cione little elce for a long time, 
of which 7:4 :m Payly b-fore mentioned was Maſter, the other Veſel was new built by another 
perſon uſiallv employed 14 that deſign, but nothing was attempred whilſt I was1n the Country : 
But having occaſion to come to Lon1o”, I gave norice of the Delign ro two. feveral Officers, by 
me appointed ro be vigalent, who Seized 12 Packs of the Wooll deligned to be Tra nſported 
in one ot the ſaid Ycſels, being brought down to the Sea fide, ready to be {hip'd off, and (e- 
cur'd in the Honſe of one Vicholas Davis, and afterwards part of jt was reſcu'd by the Inhabi- 
tants, who roſe in the night with Weapons, to the number of 2v Perſons, and wounding the 
Officers ;carry'd awav 8 of the ſaid 12 Packs;but afterwards the ſaid Nicholas Davis was taken and 
ſecured, in order to his Tryal. | 

| Thereupon the ſaid Nieholas Davis, together with Thomas Knight and Thomas Stoner, all three 
Inhabitants of Kumnty- Marſh, were by me proſecuted at Maiaſtove Summer Afſizes 1671 for 
Tranſporting Wooll, where they were alſo Tryed and Convicted thereof 3 and the ſame Afſſiz- 
es, together with the ſaid Edward Nichols, formerly convicted, were burnt in the Hand, as 
may appear upon Record. 


Theſe are to Certifie, that at the General Goal delivery holden at Maidſtone, in the County 
of Kent, the 12th. of March in the 24th, Year of His-now: Majelties Reign 1671 E1ward Ni- 
chols Marriner was convicted of Fellony for Tranfporting of Wooll ; And that on the firſt Day 
of 412uft in the 24tb. Year aforeſaid, Thomas Night, Nicholas Davis, and Thomas Stoxtr, were 
conviged of. Felazy for the like Offence, | , 

Theſe are further to Certifie, that Pm. Carter Gent, did on His Majeſties behalf attend the 
reſpe&ive Tryals of the ſaid Nichols, Night, Davis, and Stoner, for the reſpective Felonies afore- 
ſaid, and did then manage the reſpe&ive Evidences againſt them, and thereupon cauſe them 
ro be proſecuted aud convifted for the ſaid Felonies as aforeſaid ; given under my Hand, the 
22th, of April- 1676, and in the 28:h. Year of our Soveraign Lord Charles the Second, &'s, 


Tho. Lte 
Clark of the Aſſizes, 


Tizeſe Proceedings being carryed on in the Intervale of Parliaments, ar the next Seſſion I 
procured and ſolicited a Bill to paſs, fo farr as to be read twice, refeted and engroſled in the 
Houſe of Commons, being ti2 Subſtance of that Bll before mentioned, brought 1n by = 

or 
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-T ord Keeper Bridgman, but by the Means of one Mr. Francis Monk, it was obſtru&ted, on pur- 
poſe.to uſher in another Bill of his projefting, pretendedly ro obſtruct, bur intenledly to en- 
courage the Exporting Wooll, as by a Draught of the ſaid Bill it ſelf is ready to be made 
appear. . OED I 

'D the Year 1679, the ſaid-Mr. Mozb Solicites another” Bill in''the Houſ& of Commons ; 
prerending thereby to make the Laws more practicable; but intending to Repeal the {! rength 
.vf che At 1n the 14th." Year'of his late Majeſties Reign, which Bill Leing Committed, and al- 
moſt paſt the Committee ( I being ſo much diſcouraged for want of Money, that Thad little In- 
tereſt in the Clarks ) nevertheleſs watching his Motion, did get a worthy Member to move 
the Committee, to appoint ſome Merchants and Factors to attend them, and to, the end, for 
-that time adjorned, by which means I prevented his defign that Day :- And in the mean time 

printing ſome Reaſons againſt the Exportation of Wooll, (for rhe Information of the Commit- 

tee. before their next Mecting; wherevpon his Bill was reje&ed and laid aſide. | 

After which time littſe was to'be done '1n- Parliament, for 3 or 4 Years, by reaſon: of other 
things then Tranfatted. FE: . ; F099 : 

But about he Year 1682, Mr. Moxk Petitioned the late King. in Council, to have a Com- 
miſſion Empowring divers Perſcns to put the Lawes in Execvt1on againſt rhe Exportation of 
Wooll, ſome of which Perſons came-to my Houſe in t!;e Country, upon the Preretiice that 
ſome Gentlemen at 7 hite.H1}, being | iIItng-to undertake 'the buſineſs, and hearing thar I hal 
ſpent ſome time in that Aftaire, deſired my. Ailiſtance, 'and to give thew a Mecting, which 
accordingly I did, and had ſeveral Mcetings with the Gent:emen,' till I was informed by ſome 
of them that Mr. Monk was concerned : upon which notice I tcl]d the Gentlemen, th.t the 
Proje& laid by Mr. Mon& would not do, .and aTviſed' chem to \; are their Money, and fo part- 

'ed: But notwithſtanding my Caution, they aid proceed npon the ſaid Petition before nien- 
- tioned, vnrill their whole Defigne was laid afide, as you will find by the following Reffe- 
rences, and Reports thereon, -( v2. ) | 
By an Order ©f Councikdated the 2: ft. Marih 1682, and the Reports from the [ ords Com- 
mittee -of Trade, &c, mide to his late Majeſtie upon rhe Peririon of Fra1cis Monb and others 
praying a Commitlion to put in Execution the Laws Prohibiring the Tranſportation of Weoll, 
>&c. Informing his ſaid Majeſtte that there were very Zreat abuſes in unlawfol Exportations of 
"that "kind, ' which were of pernicious conſequence, *and' that the-firncfs.of the Commitſioners 
ro/be imployed in that-Aﬀayre, and the cautions to be uſed therein, were'*refered to the late 
« Lords of the Treaſury to conſider of, for the better putting of the Laws in-Execution. 

The matter of the ſaid Order of Council, with other Papers and Propoſals, made by the 

Petitioncrs, were referred by their Lordſhips, to the Commulioners of his ſaid Majeſties Cuſ- 
' tomes; who by their Report dated the 8rþ. of Zunt 1683 do'approve- thar fome Perſons be 
- appointed: for that Service, vnder ſuch Authority as {how}d tr em meer; And that'the Perſons 
' to be mtruſted onghr'to be of known Honeſty, - Ag Era bdodtte £2 

Alfo the whole Maxter aforeſaid was referred to Mr. Attorney Gentra', whomade his Report 
concurring with the Commiilioners of the Cultomes'; and he further-adds, that Security 
ſhovId be given, that upon Seizures no Compoſitions ſhould be made without Lycence. 

After which, the whole matter and Reports being referred ro the Company-of Merchart 
Adventurcys of Ervgiand;, they Reported that all Perſons, that ſhall faithfully endeavour 

* © hinder the Exportation of *'ooll, Er, as aforcſaid ( without connivance to the Offenders, 
or finilter regard to themſ-lves) ought to be encouraged ; for 'as much as the 'Exportation ts 
becomea National Miſchief, and threatens the utter Ruine of the Woollen Trade, if not time- 
ly prevented; th:t ſeveral Neceſſitous crſons, having been formerly Commitſionated, Study 
ing their own Profit, initcad of hindering the ſaid Exportation, haverathcr Atlitied and Pro- 
noted, than Prevecnted the 1ame. 

Which Reports being Read by their Lordihips, and the Anſwer of Mr. Moy , were ſent the 
10th, of Mi*rcb1i 683 to the ſaid Company for their further Conſideration ; who in 4prit 1684 
ſcnt for w.e\ toatrend them about the whole matte*; who after ſeveral meetings with a Con- 
Tit.ee of the ſaid 4arercbaits Advent;rers, Ziryant and Eaxſt-Land Companys, I attenced the 

Sea- 
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Sea Coaſt with 2 Men, one on Board Captain Browr, and another on the Shore, by which 
great quantitys of Wooll were Scized and Condem'd, and much more prevented from being 
Exported that Summer, than was Seized or Condemned. 

The ſaid Monch and others Exhibiting again further Propoſals for the carrying on that Ser- 
vice,on the 4th.of April 16$4,the ſame were tranſmitted to the Commitlioners of the Cuſtomes, 
who the 25th. of the ſame Month, Reported that they did look upon thoſe men nor fitt to be 
Imployed 1n ſo great a Truſt, notwithſtanding they produced the Certificates of ſeveral Cly- 
thiers, &c. Purporting their defire that the ſaid perſons might be 1mploycd in that Service, 
which Clothiers &c, So Certifying they found to be generally mean Perſons,not to be credited 
in a thing of that Nature and Conſequence: and requiring the ſaid undertakers to produce Ccr- 
tificats from known Merchants, Blackwell-Hall Factors &c, they declined to do the ſame, 

The ſaid Company of Merchants-Adventurers of England, made their Report on the Pa- 
pers ſent the Commiſſioners the 10th, of March 1653 wholy againſt the undertakers, for that 
they deſigned their own private profit, more than the effcttuai carrying on the 1ntended 
Work; and the ſaid Company were well aſſured that 1f the undertakers could have no gain 
at all, Honeſtly, they would of neceſlity miſs the main deſtgn of their undertaking, - 

Upon all theſe Tranſa&ions there was a Petition drawn up by me, and exhibited to the ſaid 
Lords of the Treaſury by ſeveral Clothiers and Factors of the Woollen Manufacture within 
the Countys of worcefter, Gloceſter, Somerſet and Vilts3 and taking notice that the undertakers 
were deſigning to obtein ſuch a Commiſſion as aforeſaid, upon ſuppoſition that they were there- 
unto encouraged by many Thouſands of the Woolleri Manufacturersgthe Petitioners diſownany 
ſuch Power,and do therein Pray that the propoſals, being matter of werght,may be recommended 
to the Zamburgh, Turkey and other Companys, whom the Petitioners were aflured would 
pom ſuch methods for effeting the ſaid Prohibitions, as may be moſt effettual and. 
uccesful, ' 

Upon which Petition the ſaid late Lords of the Treaſury cauſed Letters to be written to the 
ſaid Com panys, taking notice in the ſaid Letters what proceedings had been made therein, and 
alſo ſending Coppys thereof; did in the ſaid Letters defire the ſaid Companyes or ſome of their 
members to meet together to peruſe the ſaid Papers, and conſider of fuch Rules-and Methods 
as they ſhould judge proper and ſufficient for the effeCtual reſtraint of the Exportation of the 
ſazd Commodity ; and in the ſaid Letters defired rhe ſaid Companys to ſend their Reſolution 
thereon in writing; as alſo whether they or any of their Members would be willing to engage in 
the Care of ſeeing the Laws for Prohibting the Exportation of Wooll obſerved. 

A Committee -of each company mett,and the [etters and Papers being Read{and my Pro- 
poſals for a Method Hall concludet ir neceffary to find out ſom fund-propor tional o the Charge 
when adjuſted;zat which time by one of the Commitree it was declared the Clothiers were ready 
for their part ro contribute 1600P. Per. Annu. And it was then propounded that the ſame 
ſhould be farther communicated to other Merchants -trading for France, Spain, Portugal, &c. 
for. to procure likewiſe their aſſiſtance, And'it was alſo agreed by the ſaid Committees at: 
_ next meeting to come Prepared with refolutions how -- much each Company would 
raiſe, ; 95h. 

Att which meeting the neceſſary Charge was brought in, to amount to about 40coP. Per, 
Anuum ; after which time the FaCtors of Blackwe!l-Hall, 1n behalf of the Clothiers entred into 
a Voluntary Subſcription of '2d. Per.' Cloth, 1d. Per. Serge,, and ſo. Pro Rato, to rayle their 
1600P. beforementioned, for 3 Years. -. SS | | 

The Merchant Adventurers of England, agreeing to contribute 3ccp. Per. Am for the 
like time, and other Companys, -by their Deputys agreeing likewiſe to contribute in propor- 
tion to their Trade- in the Woollen Manufacture. : ; 

Theſe Subſcriptions being-entered into, the Difficulty lay how to Colled it; the Parliament 
then ſuddenly meeting, a Bill was drawn up by me, corre&ed'by Council, and approved of by 
the then Lord Treaſurer, which Bill, had.nort the Parliament been Prorouged, and I ſtraitred for 
want of Money, would probably have paſſed into a Law, there being nothing on my part 
wanting in Solicitation: OO _ h | 

B That 
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That fayling I Petitioned his Majeſtic for two $/00ps to beemployed for the preventing Ex- 
portation of Wooll 3 and tho' there was ſome Oppoſition to 1r, yer his Majeſtie was Graczouſly 
pleaſed ro give Order to Sctr ont the ſaid Slcops in that fervice, and the Care for their dy- 
re&ion being commirted to me, I did accordingly undertake 1t : and whilit the Veſels were 
Preparing at Dover Iſent over a Mam'to Calice ro make ſome difcovery, which be cfledually 
did and afſſoon as one of the Veſſels were ready, I went ro Sea 1n her, and fentfor my Man 
to come from Calize, fearin® he might be diſcovered, ani had henor haſtened at the reccipt of 
my Letter, in all probahiliry he might have ben Killed; for another Verſon was ſct upon in 
Calice as ſuppcſing him tobe my Man, and was like to have becn Murdered, had not his Land- 
lord re&ified the Frinch- Azens millake : Meeting my Manat Sca in the Packet-boat, we tcok 
him on Poard, and by his diſcovery we took ſeveral French Shallops before ve came into Do- 
vir, an. tho* great Oppeſiticn was made in the Exchequer by many Claymes and other vex- 
atious motions there, to diſcourage me; yet I proſecuted, and condemned thr:e in Michalmas 
Term 16$5, andcauſed more to be Seized at that time, which afterward were proſccuted to 
Condemnation; and jn the middle of December 1 rook a Jorne! into the North, leaving my Man 
at Dover, to obſerve my dyre&ions whilſt abſent. The Exporters contriving how to hin'ier my 
defign, had gor a Quo minus out of the Exchequer againſt him for 5oo!. in the name of Fobn 
Noble, a Perion that he never ſaw or heard of before. and kept it in their hands above a Month, 
rhat they mighr ſurely fix him in Priſon, b=cauſe the Veſſels were diſcovered by him ( 1 hav- 
Ing ſent him privately to Calice for that purpoſe ) and alſo the Information Ex}:tbited in his 
name, tho? the Forfiture of forreign Veſſels are wholly the Kings. And before they executed 
rheir Quo minus, ſome of them made Affidavit and ſent it vp to Zondon, and moved the Court 
of Fxchequer the firſt day of thenext Term ( viz ) 22th. of January 1685 for an attachment 
againſt him, under pretence of a Contempt of an Order of Court, for not delivering of a 
Veſiel Seiſed and not Condem'd; and an Attachment was awarded againſt him, unleſs he 
ſhewed Cavſe to the contrary in five or fix dayes; and that he might not be capable of thew- 
ing Cauſe, the ſaid Exporters, aſioon as they heard of an order of. Court, Arreſted him and 
carryed him a Priſoner to Dover-Cafle,upon the 5ool. Aion; but Mr. Breton the, Colle&or of 
Dover, believing it to be a ſham Aion; deiigned to Bayle him, till #:/liam Eaton ( one of the 
contrivers ) ſenthim a Letrer to diſlwade him, aſiuring him it would be proved a Real Debt ; 
ſo he was forced to ly in Priſon. ; 

About this time coming home T was informed of the Order of the Court of Exchequer, and 
the next day, I did appear m” ſelf1n the ſaid Court, and owned the proceedings of my Man, 
as done by my Order, and therefore would be lyable-to the Judgment of the Court for what he 
had done, and ſent for him up to anſwer, not knowing himthen to be a Prifoner in Dover- 
Caftle: bur being informed of that, T moved the Court upon''an' Aﬀidavit, and got a friend 
with me, and we become Bayle in Court, and removed him by Hebeas Corpus: ſoall that 
bufineſs fell to the ground ; till afterwards having: gott him-a- Priſoner att Bu//oine In France, 
they proceeded againit him 'on a* feigned Adion in the Crown Office, and would have 
brought it to Tryal att 2Marift>re Aillhzes, but] ſtoptit at Mr. Attorny-Generals. 

After which time, upon the encouragement oft the Contribution before mentioned, there 
were ttrted ovt two of the beſt of thoſe French Veſſels which Ihad gott condemned ; and roge- 
ther with the aſſiſtance of thofe two Sloops his Majeſtie( upon my petition ) had'Set out, there 
has been abone 20 Veſiels ſeized and condemned, and divers parcels of Wool!, beſides great 
; 109mg caſt cver board by the Exporters, that they-and their Veſſels might: make their 
eſcape. | 

But in the midſt of theſe TranſaRions the late Lord Treaſurer hearing little from the Mer- 
chants, after his Majeſtie had (ett out the two Sloops before mentioned, his Lordſhip by his 


Letter dared the 1 5th, of March 1685, to the Company. of Merchant Adventurers of England, 
preſt the ſaid Company, to confider what his Majeſtic had done, in ſetting out two Sloops as 
an encouragement for them to proceed; and of what evil Conſequence Delayes were in that con 
cern. To which the ſaid Company, by their Letters of the 25tb, of the ſame _ in- 
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formed his Lordſhip what progrefs they had made in that matter 3 and that for their ſhare 
they had reſolved to contribute Zool. Per 4nnum for 3 Years; as the FaQors had for their Clo» 
thiers, by their Subſcriptions of 24, Per. Cloth ( and for the better carring on the faid Work, 
had ordered two Sloops that had been taken and condemned by me, to be fitted our for 
that Service ) though other Merchants had not come to any-Refolution in that matter, how 
much they would contribute. Upon the Receipt of this Letter his Lordfſk-ip dire&ed Letters 
dated the 3oth, of the ſame month to the other Companys, to inform them what progreſs 
the ſaid Company of Marchants Adventurers had made, . &c, -Whereupon the (aid Com- 
panys ( or molt of them ) gave anſwer to his Lordſhip of their readineſs to afliſt proportiona- 
ble to their Trade, for ſo good a Work; Copies of which Letters were (cnt to the Merchants 
Adventurers, by Mr. Guy, the 10th. of April following ( viz. ) 1686. 

And having, as before mentioned, cauſed not only ſomany Veſſels and great quantities of 
Wooll to be condemned at my own Charge, tho' in the Officers nam-s, and intending to bring 
up the Wooll to London to be ſold to Clothiers, ( it being generally ſold hefore by the Officers 
to the Exporters ) ſome of the the Officers refuſed to agree therto, becauſe it would yeild 
more mony at Dover: upon which in May 1686, I wrote to then Lord Treaſurer the matter of 
Fat, and his Lordſhip by Mr. Gzy ordered the Commithoners of the Cuſtomes ro 
dire& their Officers to permit me to take the Wooll as appraiſed (I paying the Charge ) 
and bring it up to Zendoy, to be fold to the Clothiers. In purſuance thereof, after 1 had 
condemned the Wooll at my own charge, and paid the King's moiety into the Exchequer, and 
remitred money to Dover, and paid the Officers moietz, with all their charge there, I 
ordered it to be brought up: And having ſetled things at Dover, as I thought well, and ex- 
hibited ſeveral Informations 1n the Exchequzr on the Forfietures of Zs. per. Pound, and pre- 
pared to Proſecute others on the Statute of the 14th. of Ch2rles the fecond, By this means 
ſo great a ſtop was put to the ſaid Exportation by theſe Proſecutions, that Wooll did riſe in 
France above 3o. per. Cent. in 6 months time, ( v/z. ) between 7anury 1685, and 7uly 1686: 
After which I took a Jorney into the North on the Borders of Scotland, in order to prevent 
the miſchicfs in thoſe parts; but whilſt there, was informed, that ſome of the Oficers of the 
Cuſtomes in confederacy with the Exporters, did endeavour to obſtrut my Proceedings, 
which they had been a long time contriving, 

And whilſt I was in the North, was informed that the Wooll I had condemned for the Offi- 
cers in their own Names, and paid all the Charges, and running the risk of bringing itup to 
London, as before mentioned, was by one of the Officers ſold by ſome under hand means, 
and he received part of the money for it, which I had fully paid him for before, and ſo went out 
of Town, which occafione( a great Controverſy betwixt my Friends here, ('that had ſapplyed 
me with money, anq to whom the Wooll ſhould have been delivered ) and ſome others : This 
coming to the Ears of the Exporters at Canterbury and Dozer in few hours, for their encourage- 
ment ( as well as it came to me in the North for my diſcouragement ) their Plot took effec, 
and ſo from that time, {viz.) Augnft and September 1686, the Exporters revived their old Trade, 
that in a little time twenty thouſand Packs were exported : The forementioned Officer was 
Commander of one of the S!oops that T had prevayled by Petition to his Majcſtie to fit out, 
and would have been put out of his place throvgh his folly long ſince, and the Sloop laid 
aſide; had not I through the importunity of his Friends born with him, a nd kepr him in ; by 
which means the advantage he hath received thereby, cannot be Jeſs than Sool. in 2 Year and 
halfs time; but having for ſome time left him to his own condud, he 1s through his Folly 
and Knavery diſmiſt from his employ, : 

At my return from the North, the firſt thing to be done was to get my man out of Friſon, 
but in little or no Capacity to hinder the ſa1d Exportation from Kznt, the 2 Veſſels before 
mentioned that were put out, being laid up, having neither Power to Seize Wooll, nor Col- 
let money to proſecute the Offenders. : 

After which time I Petitioned the then Lord Treaſurer to Impower the ſajd Companies, 
FaQors and Clothiers, &c. that had enrered into a voluntary Contribution, that they mighr 


be ina condition to carry on ſo good a Work, the Petition being referred ro the CommiiFo- 
B 2 ners 
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ners of the Cuſtomes nothing was done; this attewpt fayling4 Petitioned his Majeſtie in 
Council, ſomc time after to the ſame effe&, arncxing a Copy of the Commilſion to Chriſts 
Hoſpital before mentioned, which being referred to the Lords Commiitianers of his Majeſty's 
Treaſury about February 1686, their Lordſ{hips referred the whole to the Commiſſioners, 
as before the late Lord Treaſurer had done, and there it ret ed.- ; 

Neverthelcſs, tt:0' I could not do what I would, yet I negle&cd no opportunity I was capa- 
ble of ;for hearing that there was a defign privately to procure a Licence to Export 6500 Baggs 
of Wooll from Ireland ; which might contain 20000 Vacks : the Names of the Verſuns being 
given to me, I went immediatly to Mr. Attcrnev Generals, Trea'!ury, Secretzry of State and 
Signer Offices, and entcred Caveats at each Office a:.d a Friend of mine wrote a Letter to a 
Worthy Merchant and Gentleman in the Country, who did imrediat'v, with ſome other 
Genticmen write to a great Miniſter of State; who was pleaſed to anſwer as followeth, (viz.) 


Gentlcmen, 
Yours of the fourth I-ſtant was conveyed to me laſt night, 

while T atte»ded his Mnjeſtie at C-uncel, wh:ch I immrdiatly Communicated : Bch 
His Mjeſtie a:d we that 94d the bonouy to attend him were all ſurprizd tha the Ma- 
licions Falce Reports that you ſeem to I, ſinnate, had obteined credit in your Netch- 
b«u hood, of His IMajeſires Intentions, to give Licence for the Tra: ſp.rtation of 
Irith Woo!l ro-parts beyond the Seas : It bath been ſo farr from His Majeſties In en- 
Fzcns, that He has long ago given ſtrict Orders, both ro His Admiral:y, and in His 
ſeveral Ports to uſe their utmoſt endeavours for the ſirift: Proſecurion of all Off enders 
2 that kind, end hth further given dir:(ions to the Officers of the Cuſtomes, to 
atve their utmoſt aſſiſtance in th: Affair : But ſr your ſa'isfaion the King Com- 
manded me to let you krow His Royal Ple:ſure the. era, and that He exjeits You to 
take Care that His Royal Ine, tions may be ma /e Publick. 

I have alſo in Command that the Fuſt ces »f 41 ſizes, do take eſpecial Care to ſa- 
risfy the Country in this particular ; ſo Gentlemen havins no more at preſent to trou- 
ble your I crave leave to Subſcribe my jelf,, &e. 


London 14th. Feb. 1686, 


After which t1me. ſome of the Officers in further purſuance of their deſign, to bafle me in my: 
proceedingsfor futur -,up91 the alceration of ſome perions 1a Office ſo repreſented mezthat I was 
rendered thereby wholly uncapable of any thing, and by ſome greatly refle&ed on, *r:J1 1 had 
prevailed by the mears cf icme emnert Merchants, to have a hearir.g before the Lords Come 
mifſjon.rs of His Majeſties Treaſury; At which hearing it was judged reaſonable, | ſhould be 
re-imburſt m. Charge in that fervice, and ordered to bring my Account-, aud Certificates 
from <r. kob, Howard, w hat money was brovghr 1nto the Exchequer by my Proſecutions; 
which heing doi.e, an their T ordſhips refert1nz the whole matter to the Commiſſioners of 
Cuſtomes, in May 1687, upon receipt of which, the Commiſſioners were pieaſed to dire& 
Letters to the Officers, / in whoſe Names I had proſecuted and paid in the money, as before 
mentioned) to know * hither they 01d own what I had done, ani! ſome ot them, ( even 
theſe very men, that I had direfted how to Seize, and un:iertook to runn the risk, as be- 
fore mentioned, for their Advantage ) were not only ſo baſe as to deny what I had _ 

Or 
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for them, but alls guilty of Forgery ; ſo at that time I was rendered by ſome very Obnoxi- 
ovs, and at the ſame time. perplexed in the Court of Exchecquer by the Exporters 3 and 
was forc-d to pay great Summs in my own defence, and particularly for one Witneſs being 
his Bayle it coft me near 5ol. ; notwithſtanding all which, 1 at laft recovered my ſelf in my 
Reputation, aud gave Anſwer to thoſe Gificers Letters, and ſent it to the Commiſſioners 


as followeth. ( viz. ) 


Whereas it hath heen ohbje&cd that I pretend the Proſecution of Wooll and Veſicls, when 
1s hath been done by the Officers, ard | etters are produced, whici wovIld ſecm to make 
good the pretence z to inſtance one for all, ( zi.) Captain &vight's to the Commulit. ncre. 


May it pl.aſe Your Honours, . 


The Weo!l I bave taken ard ſcized was by my own 
E-deavours and Induſtry, Condemned by a due Conrſe of Law, and the 
Kirg's Murty paid wi FI my cwr Movey: Nool humbly pray your Honours 
thar if bi» M..j:Gie pieaſe to grant the Bounty, 1 may recerve ut for my En» 
couragement, 
Your Honours moſt Obedient 
Dover the gth, and Humble Servant 


of June 1637, 
& Peter Knight. 


In anſwer therennto, I ſhall annex the 4/5d4avit of two of his own men, that prove, that 
Captain Krigbrwas nor ar Dover, at the time of the date of the pretended Letter ; but at Sea 
ſix Daves before and four after, and by an 4fiiavit of his Sonns, that the matter 1n the Letter 
Is Falie, by which others ina: be judged; befides the matt-r of Jobu Knight's Affidavit, 1 
did, ina late parcel of Wooll, Seized by the ſaid Captain K»izht, Condemn and pay the 
Chacge,ant the King's fuli Viotets as 1t was appraiſed; ver when I S-1d ir, i was forced to abate 
3l. pr, Pack of th: Appraiſement, and ſtood to the Joſs, ſingly, that I might not hinder the 
bringivg vp the Wooll, rho? 1t yeilled more Money at Dover than here, being done before 
the Proclamation came forth ; The Truth of this Anſwer will appear in the following Aﬀeida- 
vits, (vi3, ) 


Robert K-dman and William Ayres maketh Oath, that theſe Deponents being 
employed under { aptain Petei Knight, Commander of a Slvap to prevert the 
E xportation of Wooll, and having been at Sea with the ſaid Captain Knight as 
AAariners, in His AMajeſties Service abut tenn Days, came not on Shore 
from Sea, 'tiil Sunday laſt : by whick reaſon they cou!d not Appear according to 
the contents of a Suopen: iſſued out of this Honourable Ceurt, requiring themto 
be at Weſtminſter on Munday laſt at one of che Clock, to give their Teſtimony 
for the King agamſt Henry Cu!mer. Aa they could not poſſibly come ro London 
before Teuſday morning Liſt, and are come on purpeſe to give their evidence at 
the ſaid Tryat, which they apprehend to be on Thurſday, if they could not come 


tzme 
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' time emongh en Munday, . and they are able to prove,that the ſaid Henry Culmer 
hath Exported divers quantivies of Wool, having taken hem in the Fatt of Ex- 
porting the ſame. 


Jur. Decimo ſept. Die Robert Kedman. 
Aprilis 1687. Coram me, W. A. the mark of 


E. Atkins, William Azres. 


John Knight maketh Oath that being employed as Mate under bis Father Peter 
Knight in the Service of the Cuſtomes, for about ſixteen Tears paſt, he hath ob- 
ſerved that after the Seizures of Wool by the Cuſtome- Houſe Officers, the Own- 
ers of the Wool, or ſome Agent for them generally bought the Wooll of the Offi- 
cers, which afterwards was Commonly exported, and this he hath the greater 
reaſon to believe, for that ſeveral times, when this Deponent hath been preſent 

| at the Seizing of Wool, after the ſame hath been condemned, he hath taken the 

| very ſame parcels again at Sea, asit hath been Exporting the ſecond time. 

| And that ſeveral Officers, after they have Seized Wooll, have delivered it to 

, the Owners, without any Proceedings theretn. 

| And this Deponent further ſaith, that when his Father formerly made Seiz. - 

Ny res of Wooll, he agreed with the Supericr Officers of the Cuſtomes, to give them 

| i. part of the benefit of his Seizures, beſides the full ( harge of the Proſecution t o 

J Condemnation; by which the ſaid Officers generally had an equal Profu of the ſaid 

Seizures, with the ſaid Peter Knight z but ſince Ar. Carter hath looked after 

the Exporters, the ſaid Carter hath paid the ſaid Peter Knight all his Charg- 

es, in Taking, Appraiſing and Condemning the Veſſels and Wool, and the full 

Matty thereof clear of al Charges, and beſides when the Wooll Condemned was 

Sold for more than the Appraiſement, the overyluſs was paid by the ſaid Car- 

ter to his Father Peter Knight. | 


Jur. Decimo Tertia die John Knight. 
| April Anno Dom. 1687. 


And as to the Charge in General of my diſcoraging Diligent Officers, 


In Anſwer to which, as the Atidavit of ob! Kyight before mentioned, do in part prove 
the contrary: So I do Averr an& ſhall make good, that in the Seizures of Wooll and Ve flels, 
that I have undertook to Proſecute, I have bore all the Charge and run the risk, in Caſe the 
Wool! and Veſſels were not Condemned, and have Profecured inthe Officers Name, who have 
Þad the full benefit of the Mojety thereof, tho' I have been art the Seizing both of Wooll 
and Veſſels my ſelf. 

And belid:s the Charges jn Proſecuting and condemning the ſaid Wooll and Veſſels in the 
Exchequer, I have aQually paid among{t the ſaid Officers near 20cl. for their Charges about 
|| Dover 1n their SetzZing, Appraiting, and other Incidents, ſeveral of which Seizures had not 1 
| | uncdcr- 
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undertook, the Officers would have let fall; by all which it doth appear, whether I have ” 
diſcourage:l Officers, and gained my ſelf; when I have within this four Years ſpent 1000l- 
In Travailing, and in the ſaid Proſecutions, beſides Servants Wages and my own time, and 
keeping of Horſes,towards all which I have reccived between 2 and 3col, 

After which time { Petitioned the Lords Commillionets of the Treaſury, laying before their 
Lordſhips my Caſe and Suffering 1a my Service, and what Damage His Majeſtic and the Kings 
dome ſuſtained thereby ; and had prepared for Tryal of a Tranſporter in Michaelmaſs Term, 
being not able to procecd and having borro-ed diverſe: great Sums to carry on the Aﬀayre fo 
farr; which being referred to che Commiiſioners of the Cuſtomes, they ordered their Soli- 
Citor to disburtt the Money, upon which I proceeded, and as beforecaſt the Exporter ; ſom e 
tirae afrer I attended the Commitſioners upon the former reference, who were pleaſed to make 
Report as followeth. 


May it Pleaſe your Lorcſh'ps 


In obedience to your Lordſhips commands upon the annexed Fetition, and other 
Papers of Mr. Carters, delivered to us by your Lerdjhips in May laſt We have 
conſidered the ſaid Petition and Papers ;, and do humbly Report to your Lord- 
ſhips that we have obſerved the Petitioner to have been a very Zealous proſecu- 
ror of the Tranſgreſſwns, and tranſyreſſors mentioned in the Petition, and that 
upon hu motzon the King was pleaſed about two years ſince, att his own charge. 
ro [et out two Veſſels to prevent the Tranſport ation of Wooll, which are conts- 
nued in that Service to this day, that in his proceedings he hath met with preat 
oppoſition and difficulty, and upon that conſtderation he has upon diverſe occa- 
ſton obtainea favourable Reports from this Board, as a Perſon fit to be coun« 
renanced and encouraged inh:s proceedings: yet we never intended that his charge 
was to be born by the King, ſuppoſing his recompence to be out of his ſhare of 
ſuch penalties and Fortiturs, as he ſhonld himſelf Proſecute and recover, or 
ſhould be otherwiſe contributedto him, by the Merchants and Clothiers, who + 
he alledged to be willing to undergoe the Charge, and by the Account hereunto - 
anuexed we find that he has run himſelf into very great Expence, and we are 
informed that nat having met with the Encouragement he Preſumed upon from 
the Merchants and others, he has much leſſened bss own private fortune there- 
by. Upon the whole Matter we are humbly of opinion that he has with great 
Heartineſs and Zeal,@Proſecuted the Offenders and Veſſels, that have been 
Guilty in Trauſporting W ooll, and that he hath dealt therein with all Honeſtly 
and Integrity, and we are humbly of Opinion that the ſaid Account hereunto 
annexed, is a true Account, he having offered to make Oath of the Truth there- 
of, and we do Humbly recommend the ſame to your Lordſhips Favourable con- 
ſideration, but we cannot adviſe the diſpoſing of his Majeſties part of the For- 
fiture, otherwiſe than they are already diſpoſed by Proclamation. 


SOS Femoy N. B. D. N. 
the 18th. 1687. ). WG. WC 
| In 
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In which Report yon may perceive my Ations and Integrity , and that I have not res. 
ceived the Money I have expended, much leſs any thing for my Time, Hazard and Labour. 
nor for my Servants , or keeping of Horſes theſe four Years, beſides former Disburſtments. 
part of which was before mentioned 1n the late Lord Cheif Baron's Report ; more you ma ; 
perceive by theſe following Lines, what I Wrote to the Merchants and Clothiers, and Print- 
ed it, as an Advertiſement to them, in the Year 1672. ( viz. ) 


A Brief Advertiſement to the Merchants and Cloathiers, &c. 


CENTLEME X, 


Had an Intention, the beginning of the laſt Summer, { before a long and chargeable Fit 
of Sickneſs befc] me for near three Months,) to inform. you in what ſtate that Aﬀair 
about Exportation of Wooll, then ſtood; in which the Life and Dearth of your Trade 
—_ the ſubſiſtence of r:any Thouſands of Families, that depend cn that Mani/ailure, 
conſiſts, | 

Give meleave , (by ſome of the many inſtances I cou!d give, ) to &«mcrſirate, that my 
Labour, in this affair, hath not been fruitleſs altogether. : : 

I have now been four years engaged in this Service: and how TI have been forced, as well 
upon Travils, as Watching both by Sea and on ſhore, I preſume is well krown to many 
of you. 

And whatexpence I have been at, in that tire, both ſor ſervants ard horſes, and in my ar- 
tendance at Ccurt, and on the Parliament, gratvities to Sea-men, and parties of horſe, ard 
for the holding, and maintaining correſpondencies inTreland, Flanders, G&'cs you cannot but 
in ſome meaſure be able to appehend. 

And that it muſt be the greater, in that I have not ſpent ſix daies, in twelve Moneths, atm 
own habitation, with my Friends: either to abate expences, or to look after any private bu. 
ſineſs of my own. 

What damage I have ſuſtained, by lcſing my Trade in purſuance of this affair, is wel 
known ( etleaſt ) roſome : for, 

When firſt I undertook this Aﬀair, I intended to ſpend only one Moneth, or thereabout 
in attending on the Parliament for a new Act, which held me near fix Moneths; and at tlie 
Adjurnment of the Parliament, I returned to my calling; 1t being kept on foot for me, during 
the time of my attendance. 

Kut ow that knew my Trade at that time, know right well what opportunities of adyan - 
tage I lert Nip. ; 

Therzfore b: muſt be a great miſtake mn ſome, that think I took up this Aﬀair, as though I 
had nothing elſe to doe, | | 

For I was importuned by ſeveral Merchants and Others, ſoon after the Adjurnment of the 
Parlament, to addreſs my ſelf unto his Y ajeſiie in Council, fora Farty of Horſe, to be in &:m- 
ny Marſh in Kent, where the greateſt part of the Wooll is {hipped from Fyglazd; and ſome 
Frigats, for preventing the ſaid miſchicf; which through his Majeſtics favour an: Inccurage- 
ment, I did obtain. 

Upon the promiſe of thoſe Merchants, to re-imburſe my charge, I proceeded. - 

. And; had thoſe Merchants and Others, perform'd their promiſe, as ſome few did, Thad 
done much more than I have, ( though TI have left nothing undone, that I was capable to per- 
form, or doe, confidering how little aſſiſtance I had from others) and indeed, my endeavours 
in this buſincſs, have had ſo good ſucceſs, as to prevent many TFouſand Packs of Wool] 
from, exportation, that the effett evidenced it ſelf ( at that time obvious ro many Merchants 
from their correſpondents beyord Sca, ) 1n the riſe of Wool) there and the fall here, : 
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But ſhould it now hereafter, for want of incouragment and attendane miſcarry, how much 
it will wound Englands trade to the heart, Ineecd not tell you, for, ſuch is the gaine and in-' 
couragemend, for the tranſporting of this commodity, thar if any 1mployed, or entruſted in 
this affair, will be bribed, they need not make complajnt for want of Money, I do aſſure yon : 
and ifT for my integrity muſt fall, ( and he forced to quit thes ſervice, ) after all this four years 
labour and travail, It will be no encouragement to any other Peaſen, to engage a-fre{t 
therein. | 

Give me leave toadde, that it was no ſmall grief to me, during my* ſickneſs, to here of 
the many hundred packs of Wooll that were exported, ( both from England and treland, } 
more than had heen ar other times, which you will eafily ſee in the enſuing Petition and Let- 
ter; and my trouble was ſo much the more for as much as te King had given Order, a little 
before, that a Veſſel purpoſely hired, becauſe of Her (wifrneſs, ſhould attend that affair, and 
though I had made provifion ( by correſpondante ) for intellegence to prevent that miſchief, 
yet I had not Money to pay Servants, nor to encourage my coriſpondents, nor that T could 
find any willing or able to purſue the ſaid bufineſs, either becauſe of the hazard or pains, or 
expenfiveneſs thereof, The effect of which about chalmm laſt, occaſioned this following 


Petition. 


To the Kings moſt excellent Myjeſty 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants. 


Sbeweth, 


Hat although many ſevere Laws, have been made againft the Tranſportation of Wool! ; . 

nevertheleſe, many evil-diſpoſed Perſons, do frequently Ship-off great quantities thereot 
to the great decay of the Cloathing-Trade of this Kingdom, and to the undoing of many thor, 
fant Families, who lived comfortably thereupon : and being through an ill cuſtom, {old in- 
forraign parts, as cheap as in many many places of this Kingdom ; by means whereof, the 
Woollen ManufaQure of this Nation, findes but ſmall vend abroad, and dayly decreaſeth in 
price; ſo that neither the Clothier, nor Merchant, have any incouragemenr, -in making, vr: 
tranſporting the ſame 3 together with ſuch great duties impoſed by the French King, and O- 
thers ; as in effe& amounts to an abſolute prohibirion, (and that no purpoſe to incourage the 
Manufacture of their own Country. ) Which if by ſome effe&ual means, be nor ſpeedily pre- 
vented, muſt ina ſhort time, wholy deſtroy the great Manufa@ture, and Staple trade of this 
your Majeſties Kjpgdom. and ccnſequently to the decreaſing of your Majeſttes Revenues, of 
the Cuſtom; and that more particularly or late dayes, a greater quantity of Wool, hath been 
tranſported then formerly, by reaſon, as is doubted, of the connivance of ſome Officers, and - 
eaſily compounding with the tranſporters when diſcover<d, which gives great incouragement 
#0 thoſe Perſons, to continue in this moſi deſtrufive conrie 


Towr Petitioners moſt bumbly pray, that your Majeftit, wou!d be pleaſed to iſſue out your Royal 
Proclamation, commanding all Officers and Others, t9 put the Laws in executio», that [2 all 
may take notice rhereof * there being many paor people 1mployed in ſhipping off the Wooll, who 
pretend ignorance, and bnow not the Penalty of the Law © and that no compoinding be made 
with any, but the Laws may be ſeverly put in executivn, 2gainſt all Perſons that may be 

found guilty, 
CG And 


18 
And tho? 1 have bcfore upon this occaſion incerted the ſubſtance of a Letter Dated, Flanders 
March the 5th. 1671, yet Icannot wave a repitition of this part of it. 


Str | 
I received yours of the 7 7 February, under Covert from &c. about the Wooll-affair. Ihave 
much reaſon to belicve, nnleſs ſome are made Examples, there will be continual abule; 
the Commodity, both Engliſh and Iriſh, Raw and Comb'd, abound ſo much in theſe 

Countrics, as at preſent 1t's worth nothing. &c, 
Now 8irs, how both theſe do anſwer, to what was ſaid before, that unleſs this Buſineſs he 
continvally atrended, by ſome Perſon, that will be faithful z there will be an inevitable ' 
ruine of the Clothing Trade, may be eafily perceived, 


Give me leave further to inform you, what great Senſe his Majeſty himſelf hath alſo of rhis 
Aﬀair; who hath been pleaſed to evidence it, both by his Care and Charge, innot only com- 
manding His Troops, but ſeveral Frygots to attend upon every Occaſion, beſide his Hireing a 
Veſiel; he alſo hath ſpent many dayes 1n Council about itz and in declaring his reſolution, - 
ſlri&ly ro cxccute all che Laws againſt the Tranſportation of Wooll,an4 to further all rational 
Propoſals, thar can be ffrther made ; and did order (vpon reading the fore-mentioned Peti- 
on of the Merchants) his Royal Proclamation, to he 1Tucd out about this Matter, 

Nov for a concluſion, Gentlemen : If this ſervice be acceptable, and that it be carryed on, 
you cannot imagine, it can be done without ſupplies. For, yon cannot expe the King 
ſhould rake the charge of it wholly upon himſelf ; of which, the profit will moſtly return to 
his Subje&ts. Nor that I ſhould, 1f I were able, bzar it my ſelf, thovgh indeed I have done ir 
beyond what my condition could well permit me ;zand it's very plain,what hath begn the conſe- 
quence of my being diſcouraged, and taken ( wholly oft ) bar rhree Months from this Afﬀair. 

Sirs, T hope you will believe, and 1'ts but Rational, ſo to do 3 if I have ſpent ſo much of my 
time, andſtrength, moſtly upon my own charge, with thofe hazard: IT have been expoſed to, 
theſe four years, in this Atlair, with that little incouragement I have received : that if incour- 
aged but with neceſiary ſupplies, ſo that I might not be taken off my purſuit, that I might do 
much more than have; and the rathzr, becauſe every thing is more eafie than ir was ar 
firſt, having diſcovered ſo many Perſons, and their wayes, an ſeveral in cuſtody, in order to 
their Tryal, ſome Convidted : its Rational, at leaſt to ſuppoſe the way fair, to put a ſtop, to 
this moſt deſtruive courſe. 

Gentlemen, Theſe inſtances are not of ſmall import. To the whole Aﬀairs, and that the a- 
gitations about them: call for no ſmall attendance and travel; nor 1s it without its own 
charges, accompanying diſpatches, ; 

I have alſo given Declarations to two Perſons, for tranſporting above three Hundred packs 
of Wooll, andthad prepared Tryals with them; but was forced to forbear two or three Terms 
for want of Affitance to proſecute them for ſuch Potent Perſons, are not eaſily run down: 
if they, and their Confederates know once with whome they have to doe, ( if they will not be 
- bribed) and that Money is wanting to proſecute, they can finde wayes by Eﬀiends, and Money, 
ro make Suits delatory and chargeable ; beſides an other miſchief, of raking off Witneſſes; Of 
which you will ſce a Demonſtration afterwards, 

At Eaſter or Trinity Term 1669, one Mr. 7obn Morten proſecutes Mark Gabree in the Exche- 
quer, for tranſporting of Wool), The ſaid Gabree removes it into Surry, where Mr. Morten 
brings it to Tryal, Midſomer Afizes following, and ſubpena's one Thomas Petlcy, who had 
hecn Gabrees Wooll-Kember : 24ovten obtains a Verdi againſt the faid Gabree z bur ſoir was 
ordered, that whereas the forfiture was three Shillings per pound, he had but twelve pence: 
and being but a ſmall parcel, he loſt by it. 

At Micbazlmas iollowing, the Tryai aforeſaid, Gabree arreils Petley, by a Writ of the 
Crown Office for Perjurv, out of revenge; and toundo him, being bura poor man, and make 
him uncapable of being Wirnefs any more; and to deter others, 

At Midinmmer Affizes 1670, G bree pretends tocome to Tryal: but when he ſaw P et/cy ap. 
pear, and tad his Witnefies for his defence, helet 1t fall that Aﬀſze, = - 
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Since Michatlmas, Seventy one, Petley is again arreſicd as aforeſaid, 
But I have now preſented h1. Eaſeto his Majeſty, elſe he would have been utterly ruin'd ; 
and now the ſaid Gabree 15 in Cuſtody, being owner of the Wool!, taken at Graveſend, as 


aforeſaid, 
I fhall conclude with a few. particular Inſtances, that I obſerved in attending the Parliament, 


of which I only hinted ſome thing in page 5th. 

To begin with a Motion made ia the Houſe of Commons 1670, when that Houſe were under 
conſideration of raifing Money for His Late Vajeſty's ſupply, 1t being tl:cn taken for granted, 
that there were great quantitys of Wooll clandeſtinely exported from Ir!/an4 to Foyrcign 
Parts, it was then proponnded, that a Tax of 24, cr 34. per 1, mightbe 1a14 upon ſuch Wooll 
for three Reaſons, th:n given, ( vez.) Firſt, it would make it ſo Dear to Foraigners, 
that the Eng!ih could under (ell them 1n our Manufattury, Secondly, It wovld raiſe a great 
Revenue to his viaj-ſtie. Thirdly, It would be an inducement to the Oificers, to be more 
careful to look after the Cuſtome, and ſo leſs wonld go: This ſeemed to many Wiſe Grave Se - 
nators at firſt, to be very Fefibie, until I gave Anſwer to it, And that was thus. / 

Anſw. 1. As to 2.4. or 3.4. per pound dearer, ſignifies nothing : For if they Enter 10 Packs, 
there thall go off a 109 Packs Unentred., Eut grantit did all pay that Cuſtome there in 1reland, 
it. pays no Cuſtome when it's Imported in Hol/anl, Flanders, or Francez and then to confi- 
der the Cuſtome it paid here to his Maj-ſtie upon our Woollea M:nufatury, wheu Exportcd, 
which is avove five pound for a Pack of Worlted-!{tuJs, Fc. and it's ſvch Wooll tha: is covet=- 
ed; and tizat as before rhe French King laying ſuch an Impoſt upon our E1g1/H Woollen Manu- 
faturics, of 20 or Zo per cent, this overballanceth by ten parts the firſt Reaſon, and beſides a- 
bout the Manufa@ors working .{o much cheaper, which I humbly ſuppoſe, 1s a ſufficient Anſwer 
to the firit Kcaſon of the Motion. | Hi 

Anſw. 2. As to his Majeſtics Revenue by 2 4. or 3 4. ptr pound, is anſiwered in ſhort; The 
Cuſtome paid as above upon the Export of our Woollen Manufacturics, is double that Cuſ- 
tome; but the Cuſtoine upon the Importation of the Produtt rhereof, may amonnr. to three 
times the worth of the Pack of Wooll; from hence may be concluded, Thar his Majeſties da- 
mage by the quantity that is aſſerted ro be Tranſported, cannot be leſs than one Million of 
pounds Starling ; ſo that this alſo 1s Anſwered. | 

Anſw, 3. As to the Officers 1nducement, I Hall anſwer in ſhort, by asking this ſingle Queſ- 
tion, { viz.) Which in reaſon can be the greacs!t [nducement, 3 d. per pound for Cultome, 
or 3 5s. per pound Forfiture, of which three parts is given to rhe Proſecutor, who muſt be ſup- 
pn to be more watchful to gata the Forfieture, than the: Cuſton-for the King, if Shipt to 

e Tranſported, which is noiv 1n Force and ecoverable ? But there was more 1n the bottom, 
For within a day or two of the faid Motion, there wasa Noble Lord did affirm in the Com- 
mittee for Wooll, that his Lordſhip was offereda hundred thouſand pound Steriing, to paſs 
an Act for Tranſportation of Wooll; and beſides, there 1s a Petition of many years itanding, 
that within this few months I had a view of, for Cambed Wooll to go off upon the ſame pre- 
tenceas before; alledging it is courſe Wooll, and nor for the Clothier, It's true, that it is not 
fir for Cloth, bart ir is for Worſted-ſtuffs, and Stockings, which 1s as prejudicial, if gor more 
than Clothing Wooll. 

By which that motion fell to the ground, but ſome time alter the petition before mention- 
ed, did appear bare Faced, of which I wrote in a Letter 1o the 'erchants and Cloathiers 
( wh) in 1686 Comprehending whar paſt in Parliament from 45 till that time, (vx )I be- 


gan this, 
Perceivingat length what I had for ſome time a ſuſpition of, thatrſome Perſons at the then 


| next Scllions of Parliament, did not only appear to juſtify the Fa& of Tranſportation of 


Wooll privatly, but did appear publickly and in ”rint, to afiert and avow the conveniency 
that it would be to this Nation 3 and therefore did detire, thatan Ad of Parhament might be 
made for a limited Exportation, giving alſo ſome pretended Reaſons for the ſame. 

In Mrch +676 a Bill was put into the Hand of an Eminent Member of the then Houſe of 


Commons, to be brought into that Houſe, with whome Ihad ſome Diſcour'e, and did ſo far 


diſwade him to delay, till the following Letter prevail'd on the Fafors, and ſome Clothiry's 
then in Town, to aſliſt me, DN 
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March the 224. 1676 X 

S$iys, Having been at Weſtminſter this day, and ſpake with diyers Members, I find the Argu- 
ments for the Exportation of Wooll, have ſo far prevailed with the Parliament-men, that a ' 
Bill is already put in Sr. 7. M's. Hand to bring it-into the Houſe which may be done this very 
day ( altho' I had ſome Diſcourſe with him about it and did endeavour to diſwade him from it) 
The Conſequence of which, ſeeing it muſt tend to the utter Ruine of the Cloathing Trade, 
and ſeeing I have done the utmoſt that can be expeCted cn my part ro prevent ir, which is to 
draw op Reaſons effeCtually ro make out the Inconvenience ot it, which I have alſo put into 
the Printer's hand. 

I thovght it my Duty therefore, further to acquaint you, that unleſs ſome further ſpeedy 
Courſe be taken for a general meeting, to conſider how, and in what manner this Miſchief 
ſhould be obviated. I conceived the Intre ft of the Clothier weuld ſuddenly have grown deſ- 
erate, ſeeingno private or ſingle Mans appearing in this Caſe, who ever he be , can ſignify 
any thing to oppole it. 

Iam much convinced , that not o..ly the Cleathing Trade, but the very Intreſt of the Na- 
tion in-general isat {iake, and in hazzard to be utterly loſt, if this Point ſhould now be 
wholy-negletted ? This I have for ſome years foreſeen, and have talked of, but ir hath nor 
been regarded, but you will find that I ſpake not flightly, bur on good grounds. and what 
there is juſt Cauſe toſuſpe&, will come to paſc, if this Matter be not with Induſtry and Dili- 
gence prevented. | . 

After I had prevailed with the Clothiers to give me ſome encouragement; I did then cn- 
deavour touſe proper Arguments, and took a fit Seaſon to preſent them, when the Houſe of 
Commons was ſoecarneſt for the prohebiting Frexch Commodities, laying before them, that 
the Wooll eudeavoured to be limited for Tranſportation was principally intended for France, 
which proved ſoeffettual for the Ends defigned 3 which Arguments I refer you to for your ſure 
ther ſatisfaction. | 

After this was laid afide, the next Seffions of Parliament comes a Gentleman that hath 


be-n all along my Competitor ( viz.) Mr. Munk asin p. 8 and brings in a Bill, and prevail- 

ed fo far as to get it read and committed, upon which I drew up the following Petition, 

which was ſigned by ſeveral Merchants and FaQtors, viz. 

Whereas there is a Bill depending, the Parliament whereof ſeems to be againſt Tranſ- 
pertation of Woell, the Scope aud Conſequence of it ( as is humbly conceived ) 
well tend rather to enccurace it + For whereas it 1s ſuzgeſtedinthe ſaid Bull, that 

' the AF made #4 the 14th, Year of His Majeſties Reign, making Tranſporting of 
IVook Felony, is ineffttual for the preventing thereof, and therefore prays the Re- 
pealing the Felony of that Att, without confirming the reſt of that Att, as if ma- 
king Tranfportation to' be Felony did encourage Tranſporting 5, that Suggeſtion 
with all ſubmiſſion is conceived to be agreat miſtake + For though #t muſt be grant- 
£d ( whatever Laws have teen or [hall be made in this caſe ) that ſueme Perſons for 
their own Lucre ( though it ve never ſo mach ro the Damage of the great Manu- 
failure of this Kingdom, and notwithſtanding all the Care imaginable ) will adven- 
tre to Tranſport Weoll. Tet for ſome Tears afier the Aft of the '14 Car, 2. was 
3" ferce, there was a great ſtop put to the ſaid Tranſporta'ion, until wooll ſo encreaſ- 
ed in ireland beyead' irs Cozſumption there and here, that great Quantitzes were 
actually Tranſporred from thence 5, but till that Glut the Att of the 14th, Year of 
His Mijefties Reign ( by which the Forferure was Three Shillings for every pound 

.#f Vo ill befides the Woo!l forfited ) conjoyned with the At int he t4th. Tear of 
Tis Majeſties Reizn, was found ejfectual to p' +011 Tranſporting Woell, for 
| te 
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the Proſecutor having liberty ts Proſecute upon what Att he pleaſe. 

If the AQ againſt Felony were repealed, there would be much more Wooll exported 
then hath bcen done ; for although tew Perſons that have any conſiderable Eſtate do now 
appear in the very Fact of the laid Exportation, but moſt times poor men; therefore in 
reaſon 1t cannot but be ſuppoled if tic Att which makes it Felony were repealed, r.one 
elce hut poor men would do it, and then to what purpofe would that A& be of making the 
Forfirurc, Three Shillings per pound ; to be ſure no one would be at the Charge to pro- 
ſecute. Bvrt then cf the othcr hand, experience is of ſome uſe in this caſe; Iremember 
thar I proſecvred ſerera, P-rions for Expos ting of Wooll about the Year 1672, vpon that 
Att of Felony, by the perticule orce' of King Charles the ſecond ; and did Convidt Fower 
of them, as in ape t'e7th. h ch, put ſome ftopp at that, time to the ſaid Exportation , 
lo thar both in rcafn an exverience that AC ought to {tand, S 

jo al which T1; 4j1 add what hath Leen done fincc May 1687. finding the work ſo great, 
bor” int e Ch pc and ©:u7ar'', ard roo mech tor my ſelf to carry on alone, being fo much 
d' -vriped, though i !.a' fone f much ſor the Ring and Kirgdon s good, not being will- 

Aa wo's 0: All tothe Grovnd a third Petition was drawn up by order of 

- 4+ and Clothiers In 7x5" ( who by their vayor had Petittoned the late King 

 K ngs Hot ibiring © Fnelih Weolen Manviatture in his dominions ) pure 

x hefore N.eutiune't page. 14 and 2, and there bei:ga roclamation 
the: xt 1, theiane was at lift agreed ro, by the ſaid Comriitioners of 
qi, | 0c] 1ayion rho Clanſes weretclired” In the Petition to be added 
TRE © Ne chants at G F2CEtors hn Lwndyn, tC appoint perſons to SEIZE 

Momus. the OE.cr to Colic veolentary Contributions, to 
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Are! 3! | , -opr ivith ce lars Ring, undertook to have It added to the 
Procli: 7 oo 22 4 Meth Carry the Petirion #nd Clauſes, to the Clerk cf the-Cour- 
ol; who 1G 1 #4 72411 Kings han! thar dav ro the Proclamation, and whilſt I was 
there witt-: 1; <o.& was; ovght that the, Cemu:.1f}icners of the Cuſtoms would not 
have any Clive to 4 I lott, my Labrur, and the Proclamation came forth without 
th: Clauſes, + cheiets £ kept things on foot, though with great dithiculty 3 and pro- 


ſecu:cd divers Þ:1 {15 ir the Exchequer, at:d corvited one Henry Colmer, whoſe Tryal-I 
mention-d in ve | +, bt norhis name; which Colmer was to be employed by the order gf 
Sr- Vico/es Pu''er. in the Room of Capt, Angbt, when T petition-d the late King on 7-ly 
1683, for the Two Skops then 1ai:! down; by the Commitfioners page Tot5. . After which 
tim: 1 dr-w uv :n- the: Peri ion \gned by ſeveral clothiers and FaRtors, which being re- 
fer'd to the © ommitſicner< + the crtoms. and vpon their Report at Hſt did corſent what 
they kad a long time oppi ſed, and upcr! thr Repo t ro the Council, Mr. Atturney General 
was ordered ro «raw vp 2.Commiſſicn,. vhich-paſt tte Broad Seal the 28th. of Zune. 1688, 
and the fame day, I v2s !nportuned by ſor of Ic Commyſiorers toſend down Two Men and 
Horſes into Kert and & ſv, t take c21- of inſpe ing ©n1 preventing that Miſchicf, being 
then Shcaring-rime which accordiigly I did do the very ſame day; and defrayd the Charge 
my (clf, | | : 7 

þ har ſome time afrer was ord1ed br 2 C:mmittee of the ſaid Commiſſioners, :to fitt out 
Two Sloops to he at Sea, ;and two cr three Men mnre at Laud to attcnd that Serviee,and . 
when they were fitted 1 went 6&6 n ard give diredtions therein rom time to rime, and 


prevented great quantities of Wot] fron Exportation, and ſeme Veſſels ſeize1,and ſome 


Wool!l taken in the Nizhrrime, as th- tae was C. rrying on Horſe Backs to the Sea Side, 
and ſe-m- of the Fuporrers themſelves ſucu-ed, hiv diſcovered near Thirty others 3 againſt 
the Cheieſt of which I procure! « V; arrant trom the late Lord Cheif-Taſtice #r1ght, and 
with, as much warineſs ag 1 could ( ſome of them hetor- hav:gng Abſconded ) was ſecured 
8 or 10 of the Cheifeſt of them a1) ocfired rh My) ur of "41 to Committ them, bur 
he admitred them ro Raile. rho E ini ſ{t-? hard © rae contrary z But he was not fo well 
pleaſed that I did not come tirit to. © m, which, it 1 4d, ir potfible I ſhould Fave hardly 


got cone of them upon that War, aut, 4.44 yood Icaiou fur . that he himfeli is. fince Re 
p ; 0. 
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' to be, and is now proſecuted for the ſame Fat. I wall conclude with theſe following Afﬀi- 
davits, Vive \ - 


The Information of James Webb. John Edwards, 
and Henry Spiller. 


Heſe Informants maketh Oath, that being employed in the Fxccuting 
| ofa Warrant from the Lord Cheit Juſtice againſt 1everal Exporters of 
Wool}, living in Rumney; and was on the 111þ Iſtnt teviraily informed of 
Thirty Packs of Wooll, intended to be *hipt and tranſported that Night, 
The'e Deponents, James Webb and John Eawards, together with 5 ohn Milner 
was arreſted in ſeveral Aftions, on p :rpole, as theie Deponents beleive to 
prevent them of Seizcing the ſaid Wooll; that at or near the ſame time 
one Fohn Slaughter a Tranſporter of Wooll, and one that was t-ken upon the 
ſaid Warr nr,& bound oyer tothe Aſſizes; cam» w tha Hanger into the Room, 
and provoked th:m to Fight; unii! by the M: yor of /nmey was feried to be 
gone, the next Morning theſe Leponents p. epar:ng for Ly, news was brought 
there, that the {aid John Slaucht-r was come Armed with Ten other pertons 
near at hand, and Ten more ex ected to Afﬀault thi fe D:pcnents 5 Mr. Carter 
and his Company, upon which news the ſaid Mr Carter f:nr to the Mayer, 
to difire him to keep the Peace, and ſho:tly afte! went to Lyd, and being in- 
formed there alio ſum intentions to Export Wooll that Night, whereupon theſe 
Deponeats and Conipany, prep 1-d to go out tÞ the *ex-:oe, abour Fighr of 
the Clock that Night, and g.ing inthe Strect, were afl.ultcd b- ſeveral per. 
ſons unknown, and one of our Company Wounded, bu: afterwatcs diicovered 
one to be the Bayliffs Son of Lyd, wh«+ came to our Lociging and threatred that 
if any flirred ont of the Houſe, we ſhould be fired at, o't of the Town; or 
words to that effe&, he being fert by the Bayliff his Father, as he ſaid: But 
the reaſon as thefe Deponents beleiveih, was that they night not be interupred 
in the exportation of Wooll,. astefore intended ; that about one of the Clock 
at Night, agreat t ody of Horſe and ſome Foor, ( ſuppoſing after they had chipr 
the Wooll ) came bout the Houſe whe: e we Lodged, Fireing ſeveral times; 
Shouting and Railing upon us, but upon the Importunity of Mr. Carter; theſe 
Deponent<, nor any of the Company did Fire azy Gun, when we had the op- 
pertunity of Killing of them, and were provoked in our own defence fo to do: 
/Theſe Deporenrs further maketh Quth, that when it was !ight, they wenr to 
the ſaid Baylfls ouſe ahont the Ryor, and defircing his / fMiſtance. in the ſearch 
after the perſons Gui:ty of the ſ:id Ryot; and asked whether there was 'any 
Watch in the Towne the Night before, as his Son p:e:ended that there was, 
but inquiring into ir by feveral Þ rats and others, and ont: b'e, found there 
was no Wateh thit Night, nor zn\ o:dered ror had been al. ng timc b-fore: 
That about Ten of the Clo k the lame day the!e Depon: nts, was followed by a- 
boyt Fifty Hortemen, near the Camber point, over againſt Rye. Fames 
Wibh, Toln Exwaras, Henry Spilet. A 
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This Deponant, Fobhn Edward:, fui ther maketh Octh; that all themen ex. . 
cept t-xo with the ho:ſes, got into their Sloops Boats lying re.dy for them, 
an ; perceiveing that tume of the horſemen riding near the two men with our 
horſes, the (aid men left theic hortes on the Camber-point, anc got into a Boat 
an1 put off; bat the horſemen firev both at the men in the Boat, and alto at the 
horſes; and here fiace that one of the horſes is killed. 


JV Ames 4kins, Maſter of a Veſſel called the Dilligence ;, did ſee a Party of 

Horie armed, tollowing Mr. Carer and ſever-l of his aſſiſtance, the 1 3th. 
Inſtant December z intendin2 as this Deponent beleiveth todo ſome miſcheifto 
thein, tor that ſoie of the hortemen fired at his men in a Boat,as they was com- 
ing off the Camber; the Shot Grazing near the Boat, Fames Athins. | 


Ohbn Syer Marriner, maketh Oath ; that being imploved in a Veſſ-1, call- 
j e:the Merchants Defecc::e;to prevent the Exportation of Wooll, he the ſaid 
Leponent was requir-=c,. with feveral others to affiſt in the Execution of the 
Lo:d Cheif Juſtice W rant, againſt ſ-veral Exporters of Woall; and having 
perio: wed that fervice the 12th. of this inſt nt December, came that day to 
Lyd, in 0 d-r to go to Rye; on Boatd their Veſſ-l then lying at Anchor there. 
A: d about Eight or Nine of the Clock in the night time, he with the reſt of his 
comaany at the requeſt of Mr. Carter z wa* gving towa: ds the Sea-(ide to Seize, 
or P:even the E:portation of Wooll; which was fuppolſed to be intended to be 
tranl; orted that night, and as this Deponent and Company, ' were going 


through. the Street, was fer on by leveral perfons unknowne, who received fe- 


yeral Wourds, and afterwards found one of the pe: ſons to be the Baylifſs Son 
of Lyd, aftcr which time feveral perſons came io this Dex onents Lodgings, 
Firing ſeveral times, a-d railed upon this Deponeat and Company. 

" Ani this Deponent further makcth Oath, that the nextday being the 1 3b, 
inftant, he with the reſt of the Company coming toward Rye aforeſaid, was 
purſu'd, by about fifty horſmen or thereabouts, armed and had not the Boats 
belonging ro ſever.l Veſſels gave their attcndance and took us in, we might 
have been diſtroyed. Fohn Syer. 


Andal Goſtey maketh Oath, that on the 13th inſtant December; there 
R being a great B»dy of Ho-le comme on the Camber near Rye, being ſup- 
pul {riſky or French;, which put the Town of Rye into a great fear, and be- 
in2 on the other fide of the Harbor, the Majeſtrates ſent ſome Perfons in a 
By:t, to diſcover who they were, and the Reaſons being enquired into, was 
to do ſome miſ. heif to Mr. William Carter, and his Aſſance ; who had taken 
up ſum P-r('-ns-f-r Trinfportation of Wool] ; Theſe Horfemen following them 
fo *:ft that Mr. Cayters Men could not get their Horles over the Ferry, bu1 
teit thiam on the Camber Point, | This 
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This Deponent, being afterward» tent, by the ſaid Mr. Carter to look 
after the Hottes, went as farr as Lyd, where one Fohn S/aughter owne.! the 
Horſes to be in his Cuſtody, and would keep them ſo for d. mages, pr.te 1d= 
ed to be done him by the ſaid Mr. Carrerz. and ii-riher fuid thet i/$-101e ws 
Slaxehter, and a Slawghter he ſheu'd find of im 

And this Deponent further ſai h, that ſome oth-rsthen in the Com any « f 
the ſaid Slaughter, ſaid that they would {ecure Þj- Body, and fome vthc:s his 
Soul, for that ncither was his own. Rendal G ſley. 


The Volluntary Depcſition, of William Elli> of Dover Marriner ; 
.- taken as followeth. 


rT "His Deponent maketh Oath, that coming from © » to Rve, in the 
os | County of Suſſex; paſſ d by the way of 734, mice 6) = if 1 om, 
and 2t a place called Broombil Houſe, on this ſide Lyd aſorelai'; ti: D:yo. 
nent ret with two Mem on Horſeback, who askt ths Deponent w:ictic; he 
-was going, he anſwered for Gilford-Ferry in order to Rye ;, one of them Swore 
( God-i 'am-you ) yon are one of the Rogues that was at Lyd lat night, and 
if they-thought this Deponent was one (they would ſhare him ) me: ning ag 
this Deponcn: belcives, in Sea terms, . dividing of him; but he, this Deponent 
.vling good L:nguage, and telling them he was not the Perſon they took . him 
for, they let him pa's, | ; 
- But, when this Deponent came to Gilford- Ferry, there was one John Smith 
.0©.Gu/ford,” came in with a Bctt'e of Wiae in his hand, and coming where this 
_Depanent fat by-the Fire ſidz, he Swore ( by God.) this is one of the Rogues 
;b- longing ro the Sloaps, and ſaid lct us ind hin neck and heels, and ſhare him, 
[the ſaid Smerh further: ſaid, there lves Warners Horſe , and he knew who ſhot 
h:m with :.Sug, by which the horſe fell d:wae, but. roſe againe, and fome 
Perf--n kiockt him downe with a Clubb; an 1 upon the [zme Shot, - This [De-. 
ponent herd Job Smith of Gilford, ſay, tht the Bloud guſhed from 'the 
Horſe. and he further {ai:h, that could he light of Mr. Webb, Fohn Warner, 
.Hderry Sp:Hlet, or any of the S| ops-crew; they wo-ld certainly Kill them, 
And furcher this Lepaneat faith cot, Wilkam El © | 


Jurat Corum me Trefi Wes, 
- - 'a;:o Decembres Anno. 
Dom. 1689; 


' Ditto Join Spaine Mayor. 


. py ot 


Theſe are a" True Copprs of the Orizinl upon Record, here examined 


_ by me. Henry Dur zton Towmn-Llerk ; and Pavlique Notury , &f 


the Antient Town of Rye, Suilcx. 


% 


Poſtſcript. 


Would not omit one Paſſage. which may be very obſervab!e, That after T had taken up, and 
| bound over to the Aſſizes, the Perſons mentioned, Page 21. the Mayor and [urots of Rumny 
occaſionally came to my Lodging the ſame Ev'ning, with whom I had a long Debate, I reaſoning 
with them about the evil conſequence of Tranſportation of Wodl, and that many, 1f not moſt of the 
Tranſporters, when they came to dye were found worſe than nothing 3 the reaſons T then alledged, 
was the evil committed, was not only againſt the Intereſt of England in general, but many Thou- 
find poor People were ruin'd by it. fo it was a juſt occafion to blaſt all the Proceedings of ſuch 
Perſons, inſonuch, - that in the cloſe of that Diſcourfe, Two cf the Company confeſt che Truth 
of what I had urged; one of which Perſon: had heen Convicted for -7ranſporration of Wool, on 
the Statare that makes the Foffeitwe of thre? ſhiltinzs per 1. and had Execution taken our 
againſt him for the ſame the 7erm before ; rhe other Perſon was the then Mayor of another neigh- 
bzuring Corporation : But whilſt I was 1n diſcourſe with the (aid Mayor and ſurots, ſome of the 
Traiſparters, which I had that day bound over to the Aſſes, came to my Men,andrheir conver- 


Efation was like ro end in Bloud, had I not been' very 1mportunare with the Mayor to keep rhe 


Peace, and ro diſmiſs the Company, as 1n the afureſa'd Afidauit of Fames Webb, Fohn Edward's 
and Henry Spillat, do alſo appear. | 

Give me leave to add the Abſtra& of an Afidavzr of one of the Perſons that was in the com- 
pany of Rioters before mentioned, who was the mcre able to BY a full' Account of their Num- 
ber and Deſign, which perſon being made tenfible of the evil, came off from them, and was 
enployed by me, and of great advantage in further Diſcoveries, whomade his 4f:davit before 
fir Zen More, formerly Lord Mayor of Londo7, the ſubſtance of which ſollowerh, viz. 


This Deponent mabeth Oath, That x5n the 13th day of December 1688, MH? was importun'd 
5y James Hunt and other Trah{porters of Wool about Rumney, to purſue Mr. Wiham Carter, who 
ſuddenly after met with a greater number of Men, about one Hutdred, who went after the ſaid Mr. 
Carter and his Men, towards Rye, and had they not got into ſome Boats, DMr. Carter would have re- 
ed fome hurt, for many of the Exporters were Deſperate Fellows, nt caring what miſckief they di, 

Wrlam Ra'ph, 
Jurar coram Jo. More, Mayor, Septcmih. 1. 1690, 


I would crave leave to add to what T only hinted in P.zze 21. Thar tho? I had taken fo much 
pains, and been at ſuch expence and hazard, yet for want of a timely proviſion by a Fund to 
defray the charge of proſecuting thoſe Informations, there, was an At. of Grace and Pardon 
paſt which diſcharged the ſaid Offenders z bur what. aſſiſtance I had ar that time was by one 
Merchant, who alto did diſburfe feveral hundred Pounds in fitting our the ſ2id two Veſſels, and 
one other which was hired, and vifualing of them, in expeRarion of being reimburs'd, which * 
perſon alſo paid the Fees in Paſſing the At in the Year 1589. to prevent Exportatzen of Wood, 
(the Title only of which A&have been long dc pending this laſt Feflion)and was ally at ſome expence 
the Seffion of Parhamert 1642. for the continuance thereof, which Merchant, tho' ſo genercus 
and free for -the Publick, having aiſo ſeveral Thouſand Pounds due to him fer the Trarſport-Ships 
employ'd in the reducing of Feland; and oy reaſon that his Trade lay formerly in Flanders, 


bow inthe French lwinſdiction, he 1: ſomewhat ftraitned by all theſe means, and ts help forua'd 
D | his 


[ 26 
his ruine, had 98 AQions laid upon him about one and the ſame time, and the names of ſome of 
tbg. Plaintiffs he ow'd not one penny to, and beſides to increaſe the charge, ſeveral o f the Summg. 
are not above 6 or7l. © : Ny Wn bs 

I do forbear the naming of Perfons, becauſe 1 would-notexpoſe them, but they who are con- 
cern'd knows it beſt, 

And as this fingle Merchant was prejudic'd by his voluntary expending near one Thouſand 
Pounds for the Publick, and twice as much more in the Tranſþrt-Ships, ſothe Company of Mer. 
chant Adventurers, who had in the year 1685, and 1686; aftiſted me, and did diſburſe abour ſix 
hundred Pound: towards the charge then expend:d, which Company having been more free than 
all the other Companies, againſt the Export ation of Wool, yet this Company was laid opery in the 
year 1589. by the occaſion of a Bill then dep: nding to prevent Export ation of Woot, (iz.) the 
favourers of the Exporters of Wool, joyning with ſome other Merchants not of that Company, 
added that clauſe for the free Exportation of the Woollen Manufatture. and by it prevented 
that clauſe for a Fund to put in Execution the Laws againſt Exportati.n of Wool, the evil conſe- 
quence of which hath been {a much ſeen, and may be more felt hereafter, by which mears all 
that proviſion before mentioned fell to the ground, notwitkſtanding which, I being urwilling 2 
matter of ſo great concern to the: Nation ſhould wholly be laid afide, did ip the Year 16gc, 
humbly propoſe to the King in Council, ſome endeavours, rot only to prevent Eaportution rf 
2), but alfo Trade, Commerce and Correſpondence vith France, agd de fired fur Men as my. 
Guard, and alſo the Officers cf the Cuftoms in Kent to atlit me. and a Fifth-Rate Frigate to 
cruiſe on that Coaſt, which being referred to che Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, whoſe 
Lordſhips alſo referred the Eva:vination thereof to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtcms, who 
made Report thereof as fo:loweth, vz. 


In »bedience to your Lord/hips Commands, ſignified t9 us by 3tr. Jepſon, ef the 13th. inflant, on the 
Petition of * William Carter, and :Papers thereunto.aurex'd, We do humbly Report to your Loraſhips, 
Th=t we-are of opinion... that if the Pteitianer Mr,. Carter ſhall engaze in the Service his Petition re- 
lates to, the aſſift ance of four. men on Horſeback, which he can confide in, #s but F reaſmable aſſift- 
ance to him, and being diligently employed, may v2ry much conduce ta the propoſed purpoſes z and we 
conceive toat. a nimble Frigate of ſome. Force, ro cruiſe up.n that. Coaſt, whoſe Commander. may be 
ſone:imes inftrudted by the ſaid Mv.Carrer, would alſp effefFually conduce tn the ſame purpoſ”, and 
we think. zt : but reaſonabie, that the ſaid Mr. Catter, perſonally engaging in the. Service a: aforeſaid, 
ſhould be. alja affiſted by the, Officers of the Cuſtoms, which is hwubly ſubmitted to your Lordſhips 
Conſideration... -71 | Fes 
Caſtom-Houſe, London. 18 Dccemb. 1650. i $, J W. 

| . B, « C. 


Lipon which Report the Lords Commiſſioners of che Treaſury gave dire&1on accordingly, 

Notwithſtanding I 624 no manner of ſecurity for Money to defray the charge incident in that 
ſervice, yer I rook out the Orders for my men, and thatfrom the Commſliovers of the Cuſtoms, 
and gocs down into Kent, and attended that (&: yicet1il I was. forc'd to defiſt for want of neccf[a- 
ry ſupplies ; butbcfore I did leave the Sca-Coaſts. I va: bythe Crder of the Queen direfted ro 
arrempt another, Aﬀair in thoſe parts, the efi& of which ſervice eaded in the method fora Deſcent 
1:to France, in the beginning of the Year 1592, And whilſt I was attending the Coaſts of Kent 
and Suſſex, in the Months of May and June, found. tat in cricr ro make the aforeſaid Propeſals 
more effeQual, I did humdvly lay before the Queen ar the Cabbiner-Council 1n. Zaly follov:ing 
fome further things necc{lary in that affair 5 bur it being referred ro the Grand Connicil, though 
there were ſeveral obje&ions againſt 1t, yer I was heard ard anfirered thc ſe Objefions, and ob- 
tain'd an order upon it, and tho' I rook 1 out, yet there were ſome obſtruftions which pur a ſtop 
co my juſt proceedings in this Afair, tothe grear d:mage of the Kingdom, 


_ 


The 
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me of | The things Irhen propounded to the Council, and argued for, were as followeth, viz. _ 
1. The ſecuring of and ſending for an old Tranſporter of Wooll, and lately employed 1n that 


fair, who to aſfiſt others in that evil was put intothe Light-Houſe by Rumny-Marſh, by the order 
the then Farmer of ir, which Farmer of the Light-Houſe having been a long time, not only a 


> CON 

rear Exporter of Woall, but alſo an Importer of Lace and other prohibired French Goods,which 
__ rfon was then in Newgate for countenancing and abetting of perſons in going to, and coming . 
 Mer- From France. | 
ur ſix | 2, For rwo Sloops toattend the Frigat before ordered, as Advice-Boats, the ſame I had formerly 
e than Fred out of ewenty French Sloops made ſwift for Sailing. 
) - 2. For (ome nvore men to be added to thoſe four I had before ordered, where I found moſt 

oe, Fiming, 


4. For to be pur in a capacity to proſecute divers Tranſporters of Wool then diſcovered guilty ; 


eſe were the things I chen deſired, | | x 
And give me leave to add the ſubſtance of a Letter that T afterwards wrote to one of the then 


onſe- 

'S all Frds ofthe Treaſury, that did moſt obje& againſt meat the Council, viz. 

Ing 2 

O9c, Right Homourable , 

on of As to the Force now uſed both at Sea and on Shore, to attend this Service, it isfound not - 
$ My - ſſto be ſufficient, becauſe the «ffs monifeſt it; and the Commiſſi>ners of the Cuſtoms by 
e tO [heir ſeveral Reports have declared, that it was beyond the power of their Officers to hinder :t 3 . 
hoſe F:{ides, it was not in their Commiſſion, 2nd therefore not their proper ſtation. 

who F* And as it was with the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, ſoit was with thoſe of the Adiniralty, . 


-r they could nar exceed the number of the Ships of War, but your Lordſhips, as diſpcſers of 
her Majefties Treafure, can dire& either,. as may be hoth for Their Intereſt, andthe Kingdoms 
"04, 

{And Sir, what-I ſaid at the Council Board will beproved, viz thar a Land-Guardalone, will - 
1 4:fver the end propounded, wirhour ſome Veſlels ar Sea, nor they neither, without ſuch as 


re- 
ſift Frc proper forchar ſervice, and to be under the care and dire&ions, either of perſons concern'd 

we PEinintereſt, or known cf more than ordinary Integrity, ( for the Temprarions therein are great) : 
' be Wi that have heen upwards of 20 Yea's employ'd, have obſerv'd anv thing, may be credited. _ 
and B* And if the French King (befides his Ships of War) doth employ (as I amwell inform'd) near - 
ad, fn hundred ſfinail *I:0ops (there being about Forty belonging to Dunkirk and Calls) for carry- 

Dips ſg on his detign, ſhould ic be thought ſo great a charge for Their Majeflies to' maintain two - 

261 Veſſels in rizofe parts ſo muchneeded, over and above the Royal Navy, eſpecially if ir becon- 

ered, that formerly in time of Pcace. there was always Two Veſſels employed by the Com- 

ni19ners of the Cuſtoms, cn thoſe Coaſts on purpoſe ro prevent Running of Goods, commonly - 

Viet Stealing of Cuſtoms, : 

' Sir, give me leave to ſpeak freely now, as I did wirmly before your Lordſhips in-Couneil, that- - 
hat Wis ſaving a Penny and looſing a Pound; not that I propounded any private advantage to my - 
ns, Wifi it, as Irold your Lordſhips, I cou!d be better content. in my private ſtation, but ir was for 
Ta- Fc Pubiick I was ſo importunare, and had bcen often complaining in thy matter for upwards - 
co ifTwenty Years, as tefore, from the fears of rhoſe evils we now too much ſee and feel. of rhe 
rt over of France, infomuch thar it may be eafily computed, that the French hath gained from 
xt FFrland jn this time, almoſt Eighry Millions for want of cur care, the particu'ars I hyveformerly - 
als Enlarged, 

29 To condute tir, I do with ſubmiſſion ſay, that what ſervice TI have done in this Aﬀair, I ' 
ph Pave not as yer put the Crown to any charge, for theugh I have had ſeveral ſums of mony or- 

be Fed me (meerly for my experce) yeta much greater was firſt brought into the receipt -of - 
p Pe Exchecuer by my Prefecations, v-hich are upon Record, and becjng marter of fact 1s evident - 


nough, 


FINIS. 


